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One of the challenges I faced when I agreed to serve 
as president of Tyler Junior College was stepping into an 
institution that had such a great legacy. Handed the keys to the 
family luxury car, I wanted to be careful how I drove, and yet 
I knew that there was potentialfor TJC to continue making 
history. 

History isn’t easy to make at a place where so much has been 
accomplished and so many have been served so well for eight 
decades. 

But as TJC turns 88years old this fall, were stillfinding 
ways to make history. In this issue of the Apache, you’ll read 
about the first “Promise” scholarship program in the state of 
Texas — establishedforfuture TJC students from Rusk High 
School. You’ll also find updates on construction of the Robert 
M. Rogers Nursing and Health Sciences Center — the largest 
facility in TJC history - and see groundbreaking photos of our 
ninth residence hall, being constmcted on the western edge of 
the main campus. You’ll also get to read about our 50th national athletic championship, realized 
in the spring when our baseball team won it all. 

We’ve recently blazed new trails with Baylor University, too, with a new Baylor Bound program 
to help our students transition from TJC and to encourage joint scholarship contributions. 

In August, as we prepare to begin the new academic year, a new Energy Center will be within a 
couple of months of opening on our West Campus, and our very first ladies softball team will take 
the fieldfor their first workouts. 

For our students, we will offer more student organizations than at any time in TJC history and 
more workforce majors than ever before, giving students plenty of choices to get involved and study 
toward a good-paying career. 

I believe our enrollment will grow with these expanded offerings and that this will be another 
exceptional year for TJC — a year of historic proportions. I hope you’re planning to be a part of our 
history and that I’ll see you on campus very soon,! 
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TJC President Dr. Mike Metke (left) and Baylor University President and Chancellor Judge Ken 
Starr sign an agreement for Baylor Bound, which will offer a smooth transition for TJC students 
who have their sights set on transfer to Baylor. For more, please see Page 30. 
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Shawn Maya of Whitehouse gained more than a basic firefighter certificate at the TJC Fire 
Academy graduation ceremony on May 6. At the end of the ceremony, he called up his 
girlfriend Justly Wheat, knelt down and popped the question. She said yes! Also pictured in the 
background is Maya's fellow graduate, Adrien Cox of Tyler. 
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On May 29, the Apache baseball team won its second 
World Series and racked up a historic 50th national title 
for Apache Athletics. For more, see Page 13. 
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Promise No. 1: A Quality Education 


The Rusk TJC Citizens Promise program kicked off with a ceremony in April at Rusk High School. Along with the inaugural class of eligible RHS seniors (in T-shirts) 
are, from far left: Dr. Scott Davis, Rusk ISD superintendent; Charles Hassell, of Citizens 1st Bank; State Sen. Robert Nichols; (front, far right) Margaret Perkins, Laura 
Perkins Fonville and James I. Perkins, of The Perkins Family Foundation; (back row, far right) Scott Schwartz, RHS principal; and Dr. Mike Metke, TJC president. 


Promise Delivered 

New scholarship initiative invests in the futures of Rusk graduates 

By Elise Mullinix 


R usk High School senior Bre’Ann 
Higgins almost didn’t come to Tyler 
Junior College at all. 

u My mom went to school here, so of 
course I thought I should go someplace 
else,” she said, admitting she had all but 
packed her bags for another college farther 
from home. 

Then, along came the Rusk TJC Citizens 
Promise. 

“That changed the course of everything,” 
she said. 

Established in February, the Rusk TJC 
Citizens Promise is one of only 23 Promise 
programs in the United States and the first 
such initiative in Texas. 

The program provides Rusk graduates 
with $4,000 per year for two years at TJC. 
In addition to graduating in the top half 
of their class with a minimum 2.3 GPA, 
qualifying students must also reside in 
Rusk ISD and must have attended Rusk 
High School for grades 11 and 12. 

Funded by gifts and pledges from 


Citizens 1st Bank, The James I. Perkins 
Family Foundation and others, the 
program is a partnership between Citizens 
1st Bank, The Perkins Family Foundation, 
TJC, the TJC Foundation and Rusk ISD. 

“IVe lived in Rusk all my life,” Higgins 
said, “and IVe loved growing up in such 
a tight-knit community. The fact that the 
Perkins family, TJC and my high school 
have joined together to do this has been 
such a blessing. 

“When you know someone cares and 
wants to see you do better for yourself, it’s 
very motivating.” 

Motivation has never been much of a 
problem for Higgins. In addition to her 
primary passion for theater, she plays flute 
in the band, is a twirler, plays softball, is 
co-captain on the archery team and takes 
karate. 

“IVe been a little busy,” she laughs. 
“Throughout my life, IVe always done 
about 10 activities at a time; but when I get 
to TJC in the fall, I plan to zero in on my 
major, which is theater arts.” 


The TJC theater program also became 
a big draw for Higgins, who admits she 
was unfamiliar with TJC’s reputation as a 
strong training ground for theater majors. 

“When I first heard about the Rusk 
Promise, I thought, c OK, let me go look at 
their theater department.’” 



Bre’Ann Higgins is the first RHS student to accept 
the Rusk TJC Citizens Promise scholarship. She will 
enter TJC this fall and major in theater. 






So, she bought a ticket to the TJC spring 
musical, Stephen Sondheims “Sweeney 
Todd.” 

“I was completely blown away,” she said, 
“and I said right then, ‘This is a blessing. 
This is a sign from God. I have to be here.’” 

The Promise begins 

The Rusk TJC Citizens Promise is 
expected to fill a need for scores of Rusk 
students who might not have otherwise 
found their way to TJC. 

“Its off to a roaring start,” TJC 
President Dr. Mike Metke said during an 
announcement ceremony at Rusk High 
School in April. “What was once an idea is 
now a reality that will have a lasting impact 
on the lives of Rusk students and their 
families for years to come.” 

It’s also an investment by the Perkins 
family back into the Rusk community 
itself. 

James I. Perkins, Citizens 1st Bank 
president and chairman of the board, is a 
Rusk native who has always kept his roots 
planted firmly in his hometown. 

“Mr. Perkins, Mrs. Perkins and their kids 
have a special place in their hearts for their 
hometown; and that is a very powerful 


motivator for anyone,” said Dr. Scott 
Davis, Rusk ISD superintendent. “When 
you look at the Perkins family and their 
foundation, one of the things that comes 
to mind is the saying, ‘To whom much is 
given, much will be required.’ 

“The Perkins family is living proof and 
really serves as an encouragement to me 
and to others to take what they have been 
given and to invest that in the future and in 
leaving a legacy beyond just their lives and 
their time on this earth.” 


“When you know 
someone cares and 
wants to see you do 
better for yourself, it’s 
very motivating.” 

Bre’Ann Higgins 


Studies of similar Promise programs 
in other parts of the nation have shown 
marked improvement in schools, including 
increased enrollment and retention, higher 
test scores and graduation rates, and have 
created a college-going culture among 
students, with more enrolling in college 


after high school. 

The programs success also stands to 
extend to the community at large, with an 
economic boom created by more families 
relocating to Promise communities. 

Davis said, “To me, this entire picture 
is one of such encouragement and hope, 
because of someone who has worked for 
what he has and who loves where he is 
from. Mr. Perkins obviously appreciates 
that legacy and seeks to invest that back 
into the community that he and his family 
know is not sitting idly by. 

“Had the school district not been 
pushing for excellence in all these different 
areas all these years, I’m afraid one of the 
pieces would be missing for this Promise 
program to have the impact that it will. 
Because we have all been working toward 
excellence, we are now at a point where 
we’ve converged. 

“I think the next generation of students 
in Rusk will see huge benefits from what 
has been started here today.” 

For more information on the Rusk 
TJC Citizens Promise, go to 
tjc.edu/ruskpromise. 

Elise Mullinix is TJC editorial manager. 



TJC Board President John Hills (far right) presents an official resolution to the Perkins family during the announcement of the Rusk TJC Citizens Promise program at 
the TJC Board of Trustees’ February meeting. Pictured, from left: Margaret Perkins, Laura Perkins Fonville, James I. Perkins, TJC President Dr. Mike Metke 
and Hills. 























The Apache Belles give their all during a midday performance Tuesday, March 11, in front of Seoul City Hall. 
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Seoul Sisters 

Apache Belles perform for U.S. troops, experience culture of South Korea 

By Elise Mullinix 


T he Tyler junior College Apache 
Belles didn’t spend their spring 
break on the ski slopes or at the beach. 
They went to the other side of the planet, 
where they learned a lot about the world 
and themselves - and a powerful condition 
called jet lag. 

The Belles traveled to Seoul, South 
Korea, where they performed for U.S. 
military service members, shared a cultural 
exchange with Korean college students, 
ate many servings of kimchi and Korean 
barbecue, and experienced the heavily 
armed DMZ, the demilitarized zone that 
divides North and South Korea. 

In the months leading up to the trip, the 
Apache Belles raised funds and prepared 
more than a dozen dance routines, with 
styles ranging from their signature high 
kicks and jump splits to clogging, tap, jazz, 
contemporary and Broadway. 

For the first time, an online 
crowdfunding campaign was created to 
gather donations. Apache Belle Gold 
chapters, TJC alumni and friends gave 


generously to help defray the Belles’ trip 
costs. 

On Friday, March 7, the TJC group of 
more than 70 travelers - including the 
Belles, alumni, parents, staff and friends - 
set out for their weeklong adventure on a 
14-hour, nonstop flight from Dallas/Fort 
Worth to Incheon International Airport 
near Seoul. 

Upon arrival, even with a 14-hour time 
difference from Texas and their days and 
nights completely flipped, the Apache 
Belles hit the ground running and seemed 
rejuvenated to spend their first full day at 
Camp Humphreys, a U.S. Army garrison 
near Seoul. The Belles conducted a two- 
hour Belle Babes workshop, in which they 
taught a dance routine to some of the base 
children who joined them at that night’s 
performance for the military families. 

Founded in 1950, Camp Humphreys 
is the busiest U.S. Army airfield in Asia 
and houses more than 12,000 soldiers, 
civilian workers and their families. By the 
year 2016, it will be the largest Army post 


in Korea and home to more than 30,000 
residents. 

“We were especially excited to get to 
spend our first day with the children of 
our men and women in the U.S. military,” 
Apache Belles Director Jasilyn Schaefer 
said. “What an honor it is to give back to 
these families who sacrifice so much for our 
freedom.” 

With such a far-flung, overseas 
assignment, the residents of Camp 
Humphreys don’t get a lot of non¬ 
military visitors from the U.S.; so the 
Belles’ presence was something out of the 
ordinary. 

“It really is humbling to meet these brave 
men and women, to perform for them 
and bring them a bit of home,” Schaefer 
said. “The Apache Belles have performed 
for U.S. troops all over the world - in 
Germany, Hawaii and Japan - and it’s one 
of our greatest privileges. It’s an experience 
our girls will remember forever.” 








































The Apache Belles and the TJC contingent pose for a group shot with Gyeongju University faculty, students 
and officials following the Belles’ outdoor performance. 


On Tuesday, March 11, the Belles gave a 
midday performance in the City Hall Plaza 
in downtown Seoul, with two Korean cheer 
teams. 

Local media covered the event and 
the response was so positive, the Belles 
were invited to perform the next night at 
halftime of a Korean professional basketball 
game between the local Seoul SK Knights 
and the Goyang Orion. 

The crowd leapt to its feet after the 
Belles’ performance of their signature song, 
“Last Dance.” After the game, the Belles 
posed for photos with team members and 
cheerleaders, and the TJC contingent was 
presented with an autographed basketball. 

The TJC group toured several historic 
sites, including Changdeokgung Palace, 
which was built in the early 1400s and is 
registered on the World Cultural Heritage 
List. 

A cultural highlight was a visit to the 
DMZ, the demilitarized zone separating 
North and South Korea. At about 2.5 miles 
wide, the DMZ serves as the buffer zone 
between North and South Korea and is one 
of the most heavily guarded borders in the 
world. 

Once allowed through the gate, the 
group visited Imjingak Park, The Bridge 


of Freedom, the 3rd Infiltration Tunnel, 
Dora Observatory, Dorasan Station and 
Unification Village. 

“The DMZ was probably my favorite 
part of our visit to South Korea,” said 
Devynn Ryan, sophomore Belle from 
Pearland. “It was interesting to learn 
the history and understand the true 
hostility between the two countries. It 
was something you could never read in 
a textbook to understand, so it was an 
amazing, once-in-a-lifetime experience to 
see first-hand.” 

“Going to South Korea was an 
experience I will never forget,” said Maria 
Martin, freshman Belle from Arlington. 

“I loved learning about their culture and 
history from living in palaces to the history 
of North Korea. 

“I will cherish the memory of the kind 
and helpful people we came in contact 
with. I hope I get the chance to go back.” 

Throughout the week, TJC staff 
transmitted video reports home to Tyler 
media and kept parents and fans updated 
by posting photos and video to TJC social 
media. 

For more photos and video coverage of 
the trip, go to apachemagazine.com/korea. 

Elise Mullinix is TJC editorial manager. 


Jayda Gray, a freshman Belle from 
Arlington, couldn’t agree more. 

“Aiyanna, the daughter of one of our 
troops, truly touched my heart,” Gray 
said. “I instantly connected with her 
the moment the Belle Babes workshop 
began. It was a blessing to be at the base 
and, honestly, the highlight of my whole 
experience.” 

Next, the group spent a day at Gyeongju 
University, where they met Korean 
university students, toured the campus and 
wowed the university community with 
an outdoor performance. The Gyeongju 
taekwondo group returned the favor with 
an impressive demonstration of flying side 
kicks and board-breaking. 

TJC President Dr. Mike Metke and 
Gyeongju Chancellor Dr. Soonja Lee 
formally signed an agreement to promote a 
collaborative exchange between the schools. 
Gyeongju representatives could visit Tyler 
as early as this summer. 

Following the signing ceremony, the 
Belles tried on traditional, brightly colored 
Korean costumes known as hanbok. 

Kayla Coston, Apache Belle head dance 
captain from Keller, said, “We had the 
opportunity to meet students our age 
and entertain them with our show while 
learning about their culture by trying 
on Korean traditional dresses. A day of 
learning and performing!” 


Everywhere they went in South Korea - even in the 
demilitarized zone -- the Belles were asked to pose 
for photos. Here, Kayla Coston, head dance captain, 
(left) and Madeline Jones promote goodwill and 
international relations with a DMZ guard. 
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Mission of ‘Mercy 

Professor takes sonography expertise, spirit of service into African Congo 

By Allen Arrick 


W hen sonography department chair Pamela Brower 

traveled to the African Congo with Mercy Ships last year, 
15 Congolese physicians were invited to attend her lectures and 
demonstrations during her weeklong stay. 

On the first day, 35 doctors showed up. 

“They couldn’t get enough,” Brower said. “We had to walk 
away. They just absorbed everything that we had to give. It was so 
rewarding.” 

Lindale-based Mercy Ships runs the largest non-profit hospital 
ship in the world. Their mission is to bring “hope and healing” to 
poverty-stricken areas in western Africa. 

Those missions of hope and healing often happen on the ship, 
Africa Mercy, where surgeons work in five operating rooms, and 
patients recover in 82 beds. 

Browers mission, though, was one of education. She was 
accompanied by Dr. Robert Harris, a radiologist from Dartmouth 
College, to teach diagnostic medicine in the field. Between them, 
Brower and “Dr. Bob” taught lectures in the morning and scanned 
patients with ultrasound machines in the afternoon. 

“Part of my mission was to go and assess the equipment,” 

Brower said, referring to their ultrasound machines. “Their 
equipment is OK. They need better equipment, but they also need 
funding.” 

Brower said she helped them adjust the way they scan, and what 
she calls “knobology” - what knobs to turn and what not to turn. 

“It’s unfortunate they don’t have anything better.” 

As far as equipment is concerned, ultrasound machines are 
an appropriate technology for diagnosing in Africa and low- 
resource settings because some of the other equipment is harder 
to maintain. Sonography equipment is getting lighter and more 
portable for field use, and its ability to scan any body part - not 
just pregnancies - makes it versatile. 


“What I tried to tell the doctors 
who were with us, is that it wasn’t a 
patient, it was a person.” 

Pamela Brower 


Michelle Bullington, the programs design director for Mercy 
Ships, said the goal is not to give them equipment but to give 
doctors in poorer countries the ability to more effectively treat 
patients. 

“We ask ourselves, ‘How can we improve the system that’s 
there?’ The main component of that is education and providing 
that training,” Bullington said. “We are looking at how we can 


couple supplies and equipment in a way that doesn’t create a 
dependency.” 

That’s where the importance of education comes in - teaching a 
man to fish rather than giving him a fish. Many of the doctors in 
the Congo are self-taught, and many know multiple disciplines but 
were eager to learn more. 

“The difference is that they don’t have sonographers there,” 
Brower said. “The physicians are doing it themselves. We have the 
luxury of having technicians here to specialize in ultrasound. Its 
almost sad because they’re doing everything, even drawing patients’ 
blood themselves.” 

To make matters even 
more difficult, many 
of the doctors from 
that region of Africa 
don’t practice medicine 
in Africa but rather 
in more developed 
countries. At least 42 
percent of African- 
born physicians work 
in the United States or 
Europe - most citing 
educational reasons 
for leaving their home 
country. 

To address this 
problem, Mercy Ships 
develops educational 
programs that are built 
on reinforcing, and in 
some cases retraining, 
local doctors on proper 
methods, which is 
where Brower’s ultrasound expertise fits in. 

But this isn’t Brower’s first time in the field. She’s been to 
Haiti twice since the earthquake in 2010, when Mercy Ships was 
involved in the reconstruction process. 

She says the medical needs of impoverished nations rest heavily 
on environmental factors. 

“Here in America we die of cancer, heart disease, stroke. There, 
they die of malnourishment, diarrhea - mostly environmental 
diseases. They have elements that they can’t control,” Brower said. 

“I’ve been doing education for 17 years,” Brower said. “I felt like 
it was time I could give back. To me it was all about timing and 
the opportunity to give unconditionally.” 

When Mercy Ships pulled out of Haiti, Brower wrote a letter to 
anyone she could in the organization asking why they were leaving. 



Pamela Brower, TJC diagnostic medical sonography 
chair and professor, spent a week in Africa, to help 
train Congolese physicians and medical personnel on 
sonography techniques. Brower (left) is pictured with 
Dr. Franqoise Ngindga Andely Loandjili, director of 
General Hospital in Pointe-Noire. 


















“We told her we might have something else for you to do’,” 
Bullington said. 

“Mark (Thompson, vice president of Mercy Ships) said there was 
a possibility they would implement ultrasound education at Mercy 
Ships in Africa,” Brower said. “Not being a nurse, its hard to 
donate time for what I do because its such a specialized skill, but I 
would have done anything. 

“To me it was just kind of a God thing that it all worked out.” 

Patient care 

Brower and Dr. Harris dealt with a number of illnesses and 
treated a variety of diseases while the students watched closely. 

“We were scanning patients and this gentleman came up. 

He had a huge, swollen knee and wanted us to scan,” she said. 

“The students wanted us to drain the fluid and demonstrate the 
technique. We went to the hospital and set him up, and with 
ultrasound we guided the needle.” 

Brower said the man had been hit by a car the week prior, and 
he most likely would not have ever had the knee treated unless 
Mercy Ships surgeons were there. 

“Immediately he felt better, and it was great to apply what we 
had been teaching and show it in ultrasound,” Brower said. “The 
doctors that were there just hovered over you. It’s a small room and 
they’re very excited. 

“It was neat to have that closed loop and apply what they’ve 
learned.” 

Ihe one thing Brower emphasizes the most is patient care and 
bedside manner. 

“I talk more about patient care and to love and touch your 
patients,” she said. 

“What I tried to tell the doctors who were with us, is that it 
wasn’t a patient, it was a person. I would make sure they were 
comfortable. Its so important to me that they see passion in 
patient care.” 



The Mercy Ships volunteers pose for a last-day photo with African physicians and medi¬ 
cal students. Pam Brower (standing, third from left) shared lecture and training duties 
with radiologist Dr. Bob Harris (standing, in blue scrubs). Harris is professor of radiology 
and director of ultrasound education and research in the Geisel School of Medicine at 
Dartmouth College in Hanover, New Hampshire. 



Pam Brower performs an ultrasound scan of a patient’s carotid artery as physicians and 
medical students observe. 


“Patient Passion,” as Brower calls it, can be difficult in the 
Congo. The training and patient service levels are simply not as 
well established as they are in the West. 

“One of our interpreters had a small fatty part on his arm that 
needed to be removed. They didn’t do any numbing,” she said. 

“The way they’re taught is just different.” 

“We’re hoping we can be the demonstration of what a good 
hospital could be like,” Bullington said. 

Bullington noted that education is a big factor, but so is funding. 
While the Congolese government has it better than most in the 
region, they still struggle to maintain an appropriate medical 
infrastructure. 

“You can dump money into it and not do anything,” she said. 
“It’s really important that it’s gone through the right channel, that 
people understand the value of a good healthcare system and what 
it looks like.” 

“Our hope at Mercy Ships is that’s what we can demonstrate.” 

Brower’s 10-day trip wasn’t nearly as long as she wanted, and 
she’s eager to go back. She took no vacation time, no paid leave or 
sick leave, and doesn’t want anyone to think this is about her own 
ego. 

What she brings back to her students in the TJC Diagnostic 
Medical Sonography program is gratitude. 

“Anytime my students start to gripe, I tell them there’s no right 
to gripe,” Brower said. “We have air conditioning and sterile 
equipment.” 

She plans to volunteer again late next summer, but teaching 
courses at Tyler Junior College is still her number one goal; and she 
can’t take off as much time to work with Mercy Ships as she wants. 

“I hope when I retire one day that I can do it more.” 

Allen Arrick is TJC multimedia content producer. 
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The “Cash Cab” became a popular sight on campus. Students were able to hop a ride around campus and win cash and prizes for correctly answering financial literacy questions. 


Fiscal Fitness 


‘Good Cents’ program teaches students about sound money management 

By Fred M. Peters 


W illiam Nelson, a freshman from Willis, may not have 
learned a lesson in proper parking on campus, but he 
learned a little about managing his money and came away with 
some unexpected cash. 


“It was a fun way to learn about finances and credit scores and 
things like that,” said Princess Parker, a sophomore from Lancaster. 
Parker participated in all of the Good Cents activities as a student 
worker for the student development department. 


Nelson was one of about 125 students to participate in “Cash 
Cab,” part of TJC’s Texas Bank and Trust Good Cents Financial 
Literacy Program. 

The “Cash Cab” game, named after the television game show, 
allowed students to win cash and prizes for correctly answering 
financial literacy questions. 


Ashleigh Lewis - who teaches student development courses 
intended to aide students’ academic progress and connect them to 
support resources - led the Good Cents activities. 

“It’s actually a mandate now from the state of Texas that we 
provide some type of financial literacy training for our students,” 
Lewis said. 


For Nelson, three correct answers netted him $13 - the exact 
amount of a recent TJC parking citation. 

“Cash Cab” was one in a series of events conducted during the 
school year to help educate students in good fiscal management, 
thanks to generous underwriting from Texas Bank and Trust. 
Students enjoyed sweet treats, painted piggy banks, made frugal 
holiday gifts, learned about credit scores and student loans and 
walked away with cash and prizes. 


That requirement is the result of House Bill 399, passed by the 
Texas Legislature in 2011. While TJC had been delivering financial 
literacy instruction in the classroom since then, Good Cents was 
TJC’s first comprehensive effort. 

“We want to teach students aspects of financial literacy but do it 
in a way that’s engaging to them. We want students to remember 
important points and apply them as they attend TJC and move 
on into life,” said Mitch Andrews, TJC executive director for 
advancement and alumni engagement. 
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Andrews coordinated with Texas Bank and Trust to make the 
sponsorship possible. In April - recognized nationally as Financial 
Literacy Awareness Month - theTJC Board of Trustees thanked 
Texas Bank and Trust representatives during its monthly board 
meeting. 

“Texas Bank and Trust is very vested in furthering financial 
literacy, and the Good Cents program aligns with our mission 
to be the leading financial services provider for the communities 
we serve,” said Jerry Woolverton, president of Tyler market of 
Texas Bank and Trust. “Other examples of our financial literacy 
endeavors include our Student Board of Directors for area high 
school seniors and our SWELL program which focuses on further 
educating women on topics related to personal finance.” 

Woolverton was impressed at the creative events TJC had 
organized and knew it would be a good match for the bank. 

“The Cash Cab, in particular, was a lot of fun for our bank 
participants, Assistant Vice President Carmen Carpenter and Vice 
President Lane McDaniel,” he said. “The face-to-face interaction 
with the TJC students was very rewarding. We also think the fact 
that the program was on campus, on the students’ ‘turf,’ created a 
more casual, relaxed environment and enhanced the experience for 
all involved.” 

Lewis said the ideas weren’t all entirely new or originated by 
TJC. She and fellow student development professor Cindy Gaddis 
and financial aid officer Casey Wells attended a financial literacy 
conference in 2013 and got ideas from other Texas colleges and 
universities. 

Cash Cab, for instance, is used at several other institutions as a 
way to engage students and raise awareness of the importance of 
good credit and wise fiscal decision-making. 

Other ideas were TJC originals, such as Wise Giving - a pre¬ 
holiday gift-making session. Students painted coffee mugs, created 


hot chocolate mix assortments and 
made custom drink coasters. 

During Financial Literacy 
Week in April, students answered 
questions correctly to earn time in 
a wind booth with swirling mock 
bills, taking away corresponding 
cash amounts and gift cards. 

They also were treated to a 
financial literacy lecture during an 
after-lunch ice cream sundae fest, 
signed a banner promising to pay 
student loans and avoid debt, and 
painted ceramic piggy banks. 

Students participated in several Tw ‘ce during the school year 
activities during Financial Literacy organizers conducted Cash Cab, 
Week, including a piggy bank- and twice more special laundry 
painting contest. nights were held in TJC residence 

halls, featuring a financial literacy 
speaker, a free meal from Chick- 
fil-A, and coins for washers and dryers. 

Student Norderick Daniels, from Cedar Hill, said he felt Good 
Cents was effective. 

“This was a good tool because it taught me things that other 
people haven’t been able to teach me,” he said. “I thought it was a 
good and smart way to learn how to budget your money.” 

During the year, more than 730 students participated in at 
least one Good Cents activity, and approximately $4,500 was 
awarded to students in cash and prizes. The Good Cents planning 
committee hopes to continue the program again next year. 

Fred M. Peters is TJC director of public affairs and grant development. 
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TJC students signed a banner pledging to take their financial responsibility seriously Officials from Texas Bank and Trust receive the signed banner during 
the April meeting of the TJC Board of Trustees. From left: Deseraie Tiedemann, TJC student; Cindy Gaddis, TJC professor; Lane McDaniel, vp/branch 
manager, Texas Bank and Trust; John Hills, TJC board president; Jerry Woolverton, president, Tyler market, Texas Bank and Trust; Dr. Mike Metke, TJC 
president; Carmen Carpenter, commercial lending officer/assistant vp, Texas Bank and Trust; Ashleigh Lewis, TJC professor; and Princess Parker, 

TJC student. 
















The Apache baseball team celebrates after a 6-3 win over Cumberland County (N.J.) College on May 29, clinching the NJCAA Div. Ill World Series title. 


Apaches strike gold with 50th national title 

Baseball team scores second World Series title and historic championship win for TJC Athletics 


Shortly after the Spring 2014 semester 
ended, the TJC athletics program was 
still in pursuit of its 50th national athletic 
championship in College history. 

The TJC mens tennis and womens 
tennis teams both came close, losing 
both of their national championship 
tournaments to ASA College of Brooklyn, 
N.Y. 

Then, sometime after midnight 
Thursday, May 29, TJC history was made 
at Mike Carter Field. 

Baseball 

In what was the city of Tylers eighth 
and final year to host the National Junior 
College Athletic Associations Division III 
Baseball World Series, the TJC Apaches 
went out in style, claiming their second 
World Series title and a historic, 50th 
national championship overall for the TJC 
athletics program. 

After a two-hour rain delay at Mike 
Carter Field put off the start of the game 
until almost 10 p.m., the Apaches, ranked 
No. 2 in the nation heading into the 
tournament, defeated Cumberland County 


(N.J.) College, 6-3, in the early morning 
hours of May 29. 

The Apaches last won the national title 
in 2007, during Tyler’s inaugural year as 
Division III World Series host. 

Coach Doug Wren’s team held a 38-17 
overall record heading into the series. 

World Series sponsor was Dakotas 
Steak & Chop House. Dakotas owners 
Steve Hellmuth and Linda Rudd were 
introduced during a Media Day luncheon 
at Mike Carter Field. 

Tournament participants included 
Herkimer County (New York) Community 
College, Waubonsee (Illinois) Community 
College, Tyler Junior College, Prince 
George’s (Maryland) Community College, 
St. Cloud (Minnesota) Technical & 
Community College, Suffolk County 
(New York) Community College, 
Cumberland County (New Jersey) College, 
and Northern Essex (Massachusetts) 
Community College. 

The double-elimination tournament is 
headed to Kinston, N.C., for 2015-17. 



Apaches pitcher Daniel Brown was 
named NJCAA Division III Player of the 
Year and Pitcher of the Year. At 10-1, the 
freshman left-hander finished with the 
best record in the country and was one of 
only three Division III pitchers to reach 
the 10-win mark. Brown is headed to the 
Southeastern Conference next season where 
he will pitch for Mississippi State. 

McKinney sophomore Justin Monsour 
was named a 2014 Gold Glove Award 
winner. Monsour is the fifth Apache 
to earn this coveted award, with a .947 
fielding percentage through 55 games 
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during the regular season at third base. 

He joins the ranks of former Apaches Eric 
Stegent (2013), Cody Ellerbee (2012), Josh 
Bates (2010), and Jose Molina (2007). 

Women’s Tennis 

The Apache Ladies were tied with ASA 
College heading into the final round of 
action at TJC’s JoAnn Medlock Murphy 
Tennis Center - the doubles flights. ASA 
won two of the three matches to win the 
trophy, 47-46. Ihe tournament will be held 
in Tucson, Ariz., in 2015 before returning 
to Tyler in 2016. 

Men’s Tennis 

The Apaches fell to a fate similar as 
the Apache Ladies, falling short of the 
championship in the final round of action 
to ASA College in Plano. Following 


the 2-2 split with Tyler in singles, ASAs 
lead was one point heading into doubles 
competition where both colleges had two 
teams in the finals. ASA won the final 
two matches to become the first mens 
tennis program from New York to win 
the Division I championship and just the 
fourth non-Texas team to take home the 
top prize. 

Men’s Golf 

The men’s golf team shot a three- 
round total of 901 at the 2014 NJCAA 
SW Championship, which was good 
enough for a fourth place team finish. 

TJC was led individually by Brandon 
Rougeau. Rougeau shot a three-round 
total of 218, which gave TJC runner-up 
medalist honors, heading into the national 
tournament in Indiana, May 20-23. 


Women’s Golf 

The 2014 NJCAA Womens Golf 
Championship was held to three rounds 
at the LPGA International Golf Course 
in Daytona Beach, Florida, as rain forced 
tournament officials to cancel the final 
round competition. As a result, the Falcons 
of Daytona State (Florida) were awarded 
the team national title - their seventh in 
program history and fourth since 2010. 
TJC finished in 7th place, with Rebecca 
Bostrom and Sara Ruiz claiming All- 
Tournament honors by placing in the top 
18 individually. 

Keep up with TJC athletics, along 
with upcoming schedules and rosters, at 
apacheathletics. com. 
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ABOVE: Six TJC women’s soccer players have signed letters of intent to transfer 
to four-year institutions. Corey Rose (standing), TJC women’s head soccer coach, 
introduced the players during a signing ceremony on May 8. Players and their transfer 
institutions, from left: Khalisha Bond, Prairie ViewA&M University; Lindsey Roberts, 
Concordia University; Esme Lancaster, University of Northwest Ohio; Jacquelyn Olle, 
University of Houston-Victoria; Bobbie Gutierrez, Texas Woman’s University; and 
Jaissa Cadelinia, Colorado Mesa University. Not pictured is Tricia Gould, University of 
l/l/esl Florida. 


AT LEFT: Eight Apache sophomores are transferring to the next level in their soccer 
careers. Pictured front, from left: Atsou Ayah, University of South Florida; Mike 
Paye, Creighton University; Fernando Castellanos, Creighton University; second 
row, Ricardo Tavarez, Grand Canyon University; Rayon Gibbs, Rutgers University; 
Brandon Riley, University of South Florida; Hector Lasso, Grand Canyon University; 
and Connor Adamson, Palm Beach Atlantic. 
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TJC introduces first softball signing class, sets sights on Fall 2014 season 


Members of the first TJC softball team meet for the first time during a ceremony on Jan. 15, when they 
collectively sign their NJCAA National Letters of Intent. 


The era of Tyler Junior College softball 
officially began on Jan. 15. 

In front of their 
families and TJC faculty 
and staff, 17 student- 
athletes signed NJCAA 
National Letters of 
Intent in Wagstaff 
Gymnasium. 

“We are so excited 
that these ladies have 
chosen to begin their 
collegiate career at Tyler 
Junior College,” TJC 
Womens Softball Head Coach Nicole 
Dickson said. 

“TJC is a special place with great 
people, and these ladies have an amazing 
opportunity to be a part of something big. 


We are so thankful and blessed to have 
these student-athletes join our Apache 
family and look forward to watching them 
grow and develop at TJC.” 


Beginning in Fall 2014, TJC womens 
softball will participate at the NJCAA 
Division I level and compete within the 
NJCAA Region XIV Athletic Conference. 



Nicole Dickson 



TJC Softball: The Inaugural Roster 


Rachel Brockhaus 

• John Curtis High School, Kenner, LA 

• IB, 3B 

• Major: Psychology 

Autumn McKinney 

• Van High School, Van, TX 

• P, OF 

• Major: Nursing/Dental Hygienist 

Jacalyn Edwards 

• Oak Hills High School, Victorville, CA 

• SS,2B 

• Major: Kinesiology 

Haley Mills 

• Little Cypress-Mauriceville High School, 
Orange, TX 

• SS, CF 

• Major: Kinesiology 

Amber Landry 

• Ponchatoula High School, Ponchatoula, LA 

• C,3B 

• Major: Biology/Kinesiology 

Autumn Holloway 

• Cypress Ranch High School, Cypress, TX 

• SS, 3B 

• Major: Education 


Madison Langston 

• Carlsbad High School, Carlsbad, CA 

• 3B, SS 

• Major: Criminal Justice 

Grasyn Langley 

• Rowlett High School, Garland, TX 

• OF 

• Major: Pre-Med 

Amber Pufal 

• Clear Springs High School, League City, TX 

• C,3B 

• Major: Architecture 

Ashlee Gibson 

• Burleson Centennial High School, Burleson, TX 

• P 

• Major: Child Development 

Marina Duran 

• Don Antonio Lugo High School, Chino, CA 

• IB, 3B 

• Major: Kinesiology 

Haleigh Moore 

• Van High School, Grand Saline, TX 

• OF 

• Major: Photojournalism 


Jaclyn Molenaar 

• Clear Brook High School, La Porte, TX 

• OF 

• Major: Kinesiology 

Breawna McCraw 

• Colbert High School, Colbert, OK 

• P, UTIL 

• Major: Physical Therapy 

Ashlin Roach 

• Hughes Springs High School, 

Hughes Springs, TX 

• UTIL 

• Major: General Studies 

Khandi Breaux 

• Orangefield High School, Orange, TX 

• P 

• Major: Kinesiology 

Brittani Whitten 

• Roseville High School, Roseville, CA 

• OF 

• Major: Criminal Justice 
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Sponsors help make summer 2013 program a success of Jurassic proportions 


Kay Latta (left) and TJC trustee Clint Roxburgh, both TJC alumni and Henry & Peters shareholders, meet the 
dinosaur during an event for employees of Henry & Peters. 


By Becca Anderson 

Last summers partnership between 
The Center for Earth & Space Science 
Education at Tyler Junior College and 
Discovery Science Place brought the 
thunder of prehistoric feet to East Texas. 

Their Jurassic Summer collaboration 
brought more than 30,000 visitors to enjoy 
educational exhibits and shows, hands- 
on learning opportunities and lifelike, 
animatronic displays. 

Yearlong, dinosaur-based programming 
continued at the TJC science center 
through “Sea Rex: Journey to a Prehistoric 
World,” shown in its digital theater with 
a 40-foot dome, and with the hands-on 
exhibit, “Origins: The Dawn of Dinosaurs.” 

Jurassic Summers sponsors provided 
significant support for the shows 
and exhibit. Without such funding, 
programming of this nature might not be 
available in East Texas. Private funding also 
helped maintain affordable admission costs 
in order to provide broad access. 

Austin Bank served as the presenting 
underwriter for “Sea Rex.” 

“As a community bank, we feel it is our 
responsibility to support programs that 
enrich and give back to our community,” 
said Patty Steelman, Austin Bank senior 
vice president and marketing director. 


The “Origins” exhibit had two presenting 
underwriters: Eubanks Harris Roberts 
Craig Architects Inc., the firm responsible 
for the TJC science centers redesign in 
2011, and the accounting firm of Henry & 
Peters PC. 

“We are extremely proud of this facility 
because Tyler Junior College became one 
of only a few facilities in the country that 
has this special dome projection system,” 
said Mike Craig, a principal/owner of 
Eubanks Harris. “To 
have a science center of 
this quality right here 
at home is invaluable 
to the students of East 

hh 55 

lexas. 

The firm has worked 
with many East Texas 
school districts and is 
currently at work on the 
new Robert M. Rogers 
Nursing and Health 
Sciences Center at TJC. 

Each presenting 
underwriter 
received significant 
benefits, including 
complimentary 


admissions, some of which were 
contributed to local charities. Austin Bank 
elected to give their admissions to a group 
of underserved families from the Family 
Learning Center, a joint project between 
TJC, the Literacy Council of Tyler and 
Tyler ISD. Staff from TJC and Austin Bank 
jointly hosted a special event for the group. 

“It was pure joy to meet these families,” 
Steelman said. “To see their faces as the 
program started in the theater and then 
when they went to the hands-on classroom 
activities. They were like little sponges 
soaking up every detail.” 

Eubanks Harris, which also served as a 
presenting underwriter for the TJC science 
center’s grand opening in September 2011, 
donated their complimentary tickets to 
area schools, which used them to reward 
outstanding science students. 

Henry & Peters is a long-time supporter 
of TJC and currently employs several TJC 
alumni, some of whom continue to serve in 
governing groups for the TJC Foundation 
and the College. 

“Science and math are subjects 
that should be fun!” said Kay Latta, a 
shareholder for Henry & Peters and a 
TJC alumna. “This center is a valuable 


Patty Steelman (back, left), Austin Bank senior vice president and director of 
marketing, and Nancy Crawford (back, center), Literacy Council of Tyler executive 
director, meet children and parents from Tyler’s Family Learning Center during a 
Jurassic Summer event sponsored by Austin Bank. 


























resource to the area — equal to those 
found in Dallas and Houston. We knew 
how popular the dinosaur exhibits would 
be with everyone, so we thought this would 
be a great way to show our support to the 
center.” 

Presenting underwriters also receive 
prominent recognition in marketing and 
promotional materials for the sponsored 
program and have the opportunity to host 
a private event at the TJC science center. 

However, they agree that the greatest 
benefit of sponsorship is making 


educational opportunities available to 
teachers, students and their families. 

“We re so fortunate to have a community 
college withTJC’s leadership, strength 
and reputation in our city,” Steelman said. 
“The College is an asset. Their programs, 
partnerships and contributions back to the 
city make for a win/win partnership.” 

Latta agrees, “TJC and its science 
center do more for our area than most 
people realize. It is a valuable gem and 
well administered. Their effect on our 
community is far-reaching.” 


Buies establish scholarship endowment for nursing students 

By Becca Anderson 


“Life is an interesting journey,” Herbert 
Buie said. “Instead of seeing how high we 
can stack the resources we’ve been blessed 
with, we want to scatter them as much as 
possible in all directions to people who 
need a little help in life.” 

With that philosophy in mind, the 
Buies have established several scholarships 
at different institutions, including the 
Herbert C. and Melvina R. Buie Endowed 
Scholarship at Tyler Junior College. They 
have also supported missionary work in 
more than 150 countries and they give of 
their time in local organizations. 

Many days are filled with meeting after 
meeting for Herbert Buie, as he donates 
time and expertise to many local boards 
and endeavors, such as Regional East Texas 
Food Bank, The University of Texas at 
Tyler, East Texas State Fair, Tyler Economic 
Development Council, UT Health 
Northeast, Salvation Army, All Saints 
Episcopal School, Rose Heights Church of 
God, and other interests. He is the owner 
of Tyler Packing Company Inc., and he 
served on the board of Southside Bank for 
37 years. 

Living comfortably but modestly, the 
Buies enjoy passing on as much of their 
resources as possible. “We feel this is God’s 
plan for our life,” he said. “He gives us the 
resources in life and these are some of the 
choices pleasing to Him, supporting people 



Melvina and Herb Buie 


with education, health care, and spiritual 
encouragement at all levels of life, really. 

It’s the legacy we want to leave, making a 
difference wherever we can.” 

There are many ways to support students 
at TJC, and the Buies chose the associate 
degree nursing program for their attention. 
“Nurses are like teachers. They mean 
so much. They are standing beside the 
people and helping them as they struggle 
with health problems, and sometimes 
they are the last to be standing and giving 
encouragement to a person. We wanted 
to encourage students in a career with a 
firm foundation that improves the lives of 
others.” 

Melvina and Herbert Buie have been 


Two more community partners, KLTV 
and Southside Bank, are currently serving 
as presenting underwriters for “Leonardo 
da Vinci: Machines in Motion,” the 2014 
summer exhibit being held in conjunction 
with DSP. The exhibit features life-size 
machines designed by da Vinci, with many 
hands-on opportunities for learning. 

Underwriting opportunities for the 
2014-2015 programming year are available 
now. If interested, contact Mitch Andrews 
at mand@tjc.edu or 903-510-2034. 


married for 65 years. Melvina is a partner 
with Herbert in all his giving activities. 
They’ve traveled extensively around the 
world, and it has given them great pleasure 
to help people better their lives—here 
and abroad. Herbert gets an idea for 
an organization or program that needs 
help; they discuss it, and then support 
it wholeheartedly as a team. “She’s my 
support and my partner,” he said. 

The endowment provides one scholarship 
each year for a full-time nursing major and 
lasts a maximum of two years, the duration 
of the program at TJC. It funds tuition, 
fees and books. The Buies have been ardent 
supporters of TJC since 1999 through their 
membership in the TJC President’s Circle 
and other giving opportunities. 

In everything they do, they seek to make 
a positive difference and be a voice for 
solid values. “I’m very much a promoter 
of good character and integrity,” Herbert 
said. “Competency without character is 
really just a dead-end road.” He urges 
students, “Never relinquish your character 
and integrity as you equip yourself for 
your career. Never lay it aside. Always put 
God first. My favorite verse is Matthew 
6:33. When young people begin to pursue 
a career, they must determine right up 
front that they will not compromise their 
integrity and character. That is as important 
a lesson as what they learn in math and 


continued on Page 35 
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The best medicine 

Dental hygiene , nursing students benefit from Wade and Cameron scholarships 


By Becca Anderson 

Two scholarship endowments will help 
fill the halls ofTJCs new Robert M. Rogers 
Nursing and Health Sciences Center with 
excellent, motivated students. 

Pamela Waites Wade 

Dental Hygiene Endowed Scholarship 

Pam Wade joined TJC in 1971 as a 
dental hygiene instructor. Over the next 
42 years, she demonstrated commitment, 
excellence and determination to 
generations of students, helping fill the 
ranks of the East Texas dental community 
with well-educated professionals. Her 
impact on students cannot be adequately 
tabulated, since that impact will carry on 
through the Pamela Waites Wade Endowed 
Scholarship, even as Wade herself steps 
aside for a well-earned retirement. 

The dental hygiene program is one of 11 
associates degree or certificate programs 
within the nursing and health sciences 
programs at TJC. At any given time, there 
are approximately 1,100 students enrolled 
in health career programs, with another 
2,300 taking prerequisite courses to prepare 
for admission. Top students compete 
to be accepted and make TJCs health 
care programs among the best in Texas. 

Each year, TJC contributes more than 
600 qualified graduates into the medical 
workforce and has clinical agreements 
with more than 200 hospitals and clinics 
throughout East Texas. The job placement 
rate of TJC health sciences graduates is 
almost 100 percent. 

Dental hygiene training has been offered 
at TJC since 1969. From the programs 
earliest days, Pam Wade filled roles as 
an instructor, mentor, freshman clinical 
coordinator, and on several occasions, as 
interim program director. She became the 
resident expert in OSHA and infection 
control and took delight in recognizing 
outstanding graduates through Sigma Phi 
Alpha, a dental hygiene honor society. 

An announcement of her endowed 
scholarship was made during her retirement 



Pamela Waites Wade receives a congratulatory hug 
during a reception held in her honor. 

reception in November 2013, with almost 
100 people in attendance. “It was such a 
nice surprise, and I was overjoyed that my 
family, colleagues, students and friends 
were there to help me celebrate,” she said. 

“I never planned to be a teacher, so I 
believe my job at TJC was a gift from God. 
1 think back on all the great experiences 
that I have had and the many wonderful 
friends I have made. Our students are 
the brightest and the best, and it has 
certainly been my honor to teach them. I 
have learned more from them than 1 ever 
taught.” 

Her students would beg to differ. One 
grateful student who contacted Pam at the 
end of training put it in writing simply, but 
eloquently: “Thank you for my future.” 

Recipients of the Pamela Waites Wade 
Endowed Scholarship will be outstanding 
freshman students who are completing the 
first year of the dental hygiene program, 
have at least a 3.0 cumulative GPA, and 
plan to pursue a career as a dental hygienist. 
Priority consideration will be given to 
students residing in Smith County. 

Students will also benefit from the new 
dental clinic that will be part ofTJC’s 
Robert M. Rogers Nursing and Health 
Sciences Center, set to open in Spring 
2013. The clinic will encompass 10,000 
square feet, triple the size of the current 


clinic, with 33 operatories featuring the 
latest equipment and technology, space 
for onsite clinicals and a dental assistant 
program. 

Dr. Harold Brown Cameron 
Endowed Nursing Scholarship 

Any student receiving the Dr. Harold 
Brown Cameron Endowed Nursing 
Scholarship will have impossible shoes 
to fill but a glowing legacy as a lifetime 
example. Dr. Camerons fingerprints are 
indelible in the Tyler area. He delivered 
the very first baby at Medical Center 
Hospital (now East Texas Medical Center) 
in September 1951, and went on to deliver 
an estimated 10,000 during his 47 years of 
medical practice. 

Cameron was born in 1918 in Cumby, 
Texas. He attended Texas State Teachers 
College (now Texas A&M Commerce), 
was admitted to Baylor Medical School in 
Dallas after just three years of college, and 
served an internship at Roper Hospital 
in Charleston, S.C. While there, he once 
delivered 70 babies in two weeks during 
December 1942 when the medical students 
were on Christmas vacation. He married 
Eleanor Melton of Troup in 1942, spent 
three years during World War II as a flight 
surgeon, and then completed a three-year 
residency in obstetrics and gynecology 
at Hermann Hospital in Houston before 
settling with his family in Tyler in 1949. 

Dr. Cameron was the first doctor in 
Tyler to limit his practice to obstetrics 
and gynecology, and to be board certified 
in obstetrics and gynecology. His peers 
honored him on many occasions, 
including naming him a Life Fellow of the 
American College of Obstetricians and 
Gynecologists, a Life Member of the Smith 
County Medical Society, and a recipient 
of the Gold-Headed Cane, an award that 
originated in England 300 years ago to 
draw attention to the most outstanding 
physicians of the time. He was named a 
member of the Doctor Luke Society from 
Bethesda Health Clinic, and former Tyler 


18 
































— 



NEWS 



Dr Harold Brown Cameron 


Mayor Smith Reynolds Jr. proclaimed April 
25, 1996 as Harold Cameron, M.D. Day. 

Dr. Cameron frequently met patients he 
had delivered, and it always pleased him 
when they identified themselves. Some 
would say, “You delivered my grandmother, 
mother and me.” Or, “I’m a model ’56” or 
“a model ’60.” He truly loved the practice 


of obstetrics. 

It is fitting that this scholarship, endowed 
through the generosity of Virginia L. 
Gatewood and the Gatewood-Hawkins 
Foundation, honors the dedicated life of 
an exemplary physician. The scholarship 
recipient will have applied and been 
accepted into TJC’s associate degree 
nursing program, and maintain at least a 
3.0 GPA on prerequisite courses atTJC. 

“Nurses were a major part of Harolds 
life,” Eleanor Cameron said. “The practice 
of obstetrics is very demanding. Without 
good nurses he could not have delivered the 
number of babies he did. He spent many 
nights at the hospital. Any time he could 
come home for dinner or for anything else, 
it was because he had good nurses. They 
really extended the length of his life. There’s 
no better way to honor him than with a 
nursing scholarship.” 

The endowed scholarship will support 
nursing students benefiting from a legacy 


health care program atTJC. In 1952, 

TJC established an agreement with the 
local medical community to create a new 
venture - a school of nursing. Since then 
the program has grown to address the 
increasing demand for well-trained nurses 
for the East Texas medical community. 

The new Robert M. Rogers Nursing and 
Health Sciences Center will provide the 
needed resources to continue to expand 
the nursing program and prepare students 
to successfully enter the medical workforce 
across the state of Texas. TJC anticipates it 
will double its number of nursing graduates 
and provide comprehensive training 
utilizing the most advanced facilities 
available. 

As TJC’s health care programs grow, 
so does the need for scholarships. For 
information on establishing a scholarship, 
please contact Mitch Andrews, TJC 
executive director for advancement and 
alumni engagement, at 903-510-2034 or 
mand@tjc.edu. 


Pico Technology donates equipment to new TJC electrical/electronic controls program 



From left, Craig Wheeler, Pico Technology business manager; Richard Boyd, Pico Technology distribution sales 
manager; Bryan Baker, TJC department chair of industrial trades; and Larry Howard, TJC professor and coordinator 
of power plant technology 


Students in Tyler Junior College’s new 
electrical/electronic controls technology 
program will be able to train on the 
latest in the field of electronics, thanks 
to a donation of equipment by Pico 
Technology. 

Pico Technology, a world leader in PC- 
based test and data acquisition equipment, 
donated 12 oscilloscopes to TJC’s new 
technology program. The scopes and 
software, in combination with a laptop 
computer, will replace much larger and 
more expensive oscilloscopes. The new 
scopes have more functionality than many 
of the larger scopes and will be used in 
graphing electronic signals. 

“As a test and measurement company 
located in Tyler, we are ecstatic to work 
with the great people of TJC to help them 
build their new electronics program,” 
said Richard Boyd, Pico Technology 
distribution sales manager. 

Beginning in Fall 2014, the new TJC 
program will offer an Associate of Applied 
Science degree as well as a certificate 


program. It will provide a solid foundation 
in basic electrical concepts, motors and 
control applications, and then advance to 
electronics, measurement and calibration, 
electrical codes and automated control 
systems. 

Understanding and knowledge is 
developed through extensive work with 
equipment, including DC and AC 
motors, programmable logic controllers, 
variable-speed drive systems and computer 


software programs created for engineering, 
designing, drafting and troubleshooting. 

Due to the large number of retiring 
skilled workers who must be replaced and 
an increased future demand for proficient 
controls technicians in the industry, 
employment of controls technicians is 
expected to increase 6 percent nationwide 
and 18 percent in Texas. 

“Workers with college or vocational 

continued on Page 23 


































‘Casting seeds on a fertile field’: Friends, family celebrate Story’s spirit of generosity 


By Becca Anderson 

Funding a scholarship endowment is a 
lot like “casting seeds on a fertile field—you 
won’t necessarily see every seed come up, 
but you’re giving them a chance.” 

That’s the opinion of Sam Dawson, 
president and CEO of Southside Bank, 
when he thinks about the scholarship 
endowment that the bank set up in the 
name of Jeryl Wayne Story at Tyler Junior 
College. 

Story spent more than 34 years at 
Southside Bank, as senior executive vice 
president of loan administration and senior 
lending officer. Fie was also a director of 
the bank. He had served as executive vice 
president of Southside Bancshares Inc., 
the bank’s parent company, since 2000, 
and as senior executive vice president since 
2010. When he passed away from cancer 
in 2013, those who had worked so closely 
with him felt moved to do something in his 
name that would perpetuate his legacy of 
excellence. 

“One of the directors at our board 
meeting suggested a scholarship,” Dawson 
said. “TJC had announced fundraising 
for the nursing program, and the bank 
was already supporting that effort; so 
we decided it would be great to have 
something within that program in Jeryl’s 
name. 

“All the directors wrote checks, and so 
did the bank. Then friends and family 
contributed generously when they were 
invited to do so through his memorial. We 
hope the endowment will continue to grow 
for a long time to come.” 

There were two distinct sides to Jeryl 
Story. One side was the intelligent, focused, 
experienced chief lending officer who kept 
Southside from falling into some of the 
pitfalls that affected other banks in the 
1980s and beyond. 

“Other banks had to get help from the 
FDIC,” said Dawson. “Not Southside, and 
Jeryl was a key part of keeping our credit 
clean.” 


The other 
side was the 
outdoorsman and 
big game hunter 
who could not 
wait to get outside, 
would talk about 
hunting whenever 
there was an 
opening, and loved 
to head to Africa 
or Mozambique or 
Brazil to take part 
in safaris with his wife, Kathy, at his side. 

“Jeryl wore a coat and tie to work and 
to church, but the rest of the time he was 
dressed to be outside,” Kathy Story said. 
“He loved to have fun, to go out shooting, 
hang out at the gun shop, go out to the 
deer lease, and work on his hunting 
equipment.” 

Many of the skills Story developed in 
one half of his life helped in the other half. 
Tie ability to be patient and wait for the 
right loan opportunity was invaluable when 
stalking game in the wild. Putting himself 
in other people’s shoes to evaluate a loan 
request is a trademark of a hunter who 
can think like the animal he is following. 
His love of people made him a willing 
participant in both business and personal 
time with colleagues, family and friends. 

“As a banker, Jeryl viewed his work as 
a way to help people,” said Kathy. “He 
enjoyed the interaction. He really enjoyed 
it when someone would bring in a loan 
request where everybody had to put their 
heads together to make it work for the 
success of the business and the bank. He 
was very focused on his obligation to the 
shareholders and looked at every loan as 
having an individual behind it, not a loan 
number.” 

Story did not attend TJC but wife Kathy 
did, and her parents met there. Both Kathy 
and her mom were Apache Belles, and her 
father had played football. 


“TJC has a history of returning the 
students to the Tyler community through 
their programs,” said Kathy. “Jeryl was so 
enthusiastic about programs like surveying 
or nursing - programs that would result 
in a good degree and a good salary for the 
graduates. He was always proud of what 
TJC offered to the area.” 

Tyler Junior College also fits with the 
goals and values of Southside Bank. 

“As a major community bank in 
Tyler, we feel we have an obligation to 
aggressively plow some of our profits back 
into the community,” Dawson said. “At 
TJC, they do what they do very well. 

Dr. Metke has done a wonderful job. 

The College is a tremendous asset to our 
community. Where better to place your 
money than to help with medical training 
for the people we’ll all need at one point or 
another in our lives? They do a wonderful 
job educating young people, and we’re 
happy to be a small, small part of what 
they’re doing.” 

The Story scholarship will be awarded 
annually to a student who demonstrates 
financial need, has declared a major in 
nursing and been admitted to the associate 
degree nursing program. 

When asked what advice Jeryl would 
have given to recipients of his scholarship, 
Kathy was quick to reply. “He’d tell them 
to follow God’s plan for their lives. Seek 
Him first and see where He directs you. 
Further your education, not to make the 
most money or take the easiest way, but go 
with the path you’re led into.” 

This scholarship represents a special gift 
in the name of a special man who would 
like nothing better than to help others on 
their way. 

Tirough the Jeryl Wayne Story 
Scholarship Endowment, a bit of Jeryl’s 
dedication and his love of people lives on. 

For more information on establishing 
scholarships, please contact the TJC 
Foundation at 903-310-2382. 



Jeryl Wayne Story 
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Mary and Ted Walters Endowed Scholarship is ‘a family affair’ 

By Becca Anderson 


Ted Welborn Walters never forgot the 
discipline he learned in the U.S. Army in 
World War II, and it helped him instill 
similar work ethic and values in the three 
children he and his wife, Mary, raised. 

He always regretted not taking advantage 
of the educational opportunities of the 
G.I. Bill and made sure his children never 
passed up similar chances to improve their 
lives and their minds. 

Sons Ted and Mark, and daughter 
Jane all graduated from Tyler Junior 
College, and in their parents’ name they 
have endowed the Mary and Ted Walters 
Endowed Scholarship to help others. 

“It was never a question of if we would 
go to college,” the younger Ted Walters 
said. “It was a given that we would.” 

Walters credits TJC with helping him get 
his bearings and making the transition to 
higher education. 

“I graduated in a high school class of 
about 35 students. I would not have made 
it at the University of Texas without first 
having a great experience at TJC. The 
classes were small and the instructors took 
a real interest in the students. It was such 
an important part of our education for all 
three of us.” 

The determination to get a quality 
education has continued through the 
generations in the Walters family. One 
Christmas, Ted Walters’ son, Logan, 
suggested a unique family gift for his 
grandparents. 

“Let’s set up a scholarship in their 
name at TJC,” he said. The family 
was immediately on board and began 
contributing to the fund in 2010. 

When both Ted and Mary passed 
away in 2013, the family suggested the 
scholarship fund as a way for friends to 
show their love for the couple who had 
made an impact on so many lives. “Thanks 
to the many generous donations by friends 



Mary and Ted Walters 


and family, we were able to endow the 
scholarship,” said Ted. “We believe strongly 
in what education can do. It’s the future of 
our country. We couldn’t honor our parents 
more than to have this scholarship to give 
not a handout but a helping hand to get 
people started on their higher education.” 

Ted and Mary Walters built their lives 
around the desire to serve people. Ted 
purchased a service station in Tyler when 
he moved to town, and many people have 
told his children of times when he went out 
of the way to assist them. 

Mary found her own niche serving her 
busy family and making it possible for Ted 
to be involved in many things. He was a 
Sunday school teacher and deacon at Green 
Acres Baptist Church in Tyler, and they 
both sang in the choir. Their lives revolved 
around the church and its activities. 

Despite the fact that Ted was 92 years 
old when he passed away, and had outlived 
many of his contemporaries, more than 
600 people attended his funeral. He and 
Mary touched many lives. 

When asked what advice his father 
would give the students of today, Ted didn’t 
hesitate. “Don’t quit. Use this scholarship 
as a starting point. Use the money to help 


gain momentum to get your college degree, 
and don’t let anything get in your way. This 
area has great opportunities to get a good 
education. You’ve got no excuse not to try.” 

Mariah Montgomery, the 2013- 
14 recipient of the Ted and Mary 
Walters scholarship, has taken up that 
challenge. She applied for any scholarship 
opportunities that TJC offered. 

She is majoring in diagnostic medical 
sonography at TJC, and hopes to work as 
an ob-gyn sonographer or in a hospital. 
“The allied health profession is a growing 
career field, and I love science,” she said. 
“Without the help of scholarships like this 
one, I may not have had the opportunity to 
go to college and fulfill my career dreams.” 

There are examples of highly successful 
people who never completed college — 
such as Bill Gates, Steve Jobs, Walt Disney 
and Frank Lloyd Wright. 

“But they were exceptions and the world 
was different then,” Ted said. “Today, 
having a college degree is the first rung on 
the ladder, not the end of the road. It’s a 
must.” 

Tyler Junior College has an array of 
scholarship opportunities for deserving 
students as well as many options for those 
seeking to establish scholarships. 

Whether they are general in nature, as 
is the Ted and Mary Walters scholarship, 
or target specific types of study or career 
choices, scholarships are vital to open the 
doors for many students. 

“Tyler Junior College is a great 
institution, and we believe in it,” Ted 
Walters said. “It’s fun to see it grow and to 
help get someone’s education started.” 

For more information on TJC 
scholarships, go to tjc.edu/scholarships or 
contact the TJC Foundation at 903-510- 
2382. 
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Awards of Excellence Luncheon recognizes talented award recipients 



Raul and Caridad Hernandez Endowed Scholarship TJC Anatomy and Physiology Faculty Scholarship Award 

Andrea Hernandez Irias receives the Raul and Caridad Sable DuVall receives the TJC Anatomy and 

Hernandez Endowed Scholarship from Rodney Whetzel Physiology Faculty Scholarship Award from Dr. Betsy Ott 
(left), TJC chemistry professor (right), TJC biology professor 


Watson W. Wise Incentive Award 

Samuel Bruckwicki receives the Watson W. Wise Incentive 
Award from Mitch Andrews (left), TJC executive director of 
advancement and alumni engagement. 



Katie Bryant Endowed Award for Excellence 

Hailey Necessary receives the Katie Bryant Endowed Award for Excellence from Tom 
Mensch (left), TJC band director and Dr. Rita Bryant Turner (right), who established the 
award in honor other daughter. 



Dale and Cathryn Cates Award for Excellence 

Elizabeth Ibarra receives the Dale and Cathryn Cates Award for Excellence from Larry 
Pilgrim (left), TJC biology professor, Cathryn Cates (center) and Dr. Cliff Boucher (far 
right), TJC life sciences and agriculture department chair. 



Austin P. Turner Award for Excellence 

Brynn Davis receives the Austin P. Turner Award for Excellence from Mary Scarborough 
(left), TJC business professor and Dr. Rita Bryant Turner (right), who established the 
award in honor other late husband. 



Dr. Glen Dyer Dental Hygiene Excellence Award 

Chelsi Gallina receives the Dr. Glen Dyer Dental Hygiene Excellence Award from Dr. 

Glen Dyer (left), retired TJC dental clinic supervisor, for whom the award was established 
to honor, and Carrie Hobbs (right), TJC dental hygiene professor. 



TJC Social Science Department Scholarship of Excellence 

Two students receive the TJC Social Science Department Scholarship of Excellence. 
From left: Shannon Cross (far left), TJC history professor; Andrea Hernandez Irias, 
recipient; Freedom Logbeck, recipient; and Mr. Geoffrey Willbanks, TJC history and 
government professor and social sciences department chair. 
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TJC Accounting Department Annual Scholarship 

Cynthia Costner, Tracy Signalness, and Erica Thurman receive the TJC Accounting 
Department Annual Scholarship. From left: Cynthia Costner, recipient; Tracy Signalness, 
recipient; Shelley Cross, TJC business professor; and Erica Thurman, recipient. 
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Azalea Orthopedics 

Scholarship Golf Tournament 

Save The date 

FOR THE 27 th ANNUAL EVENT 

Benefitting the TJC Foundation 

Hollytree Country Club 

Thursday, September 4, 2014 

For more information, go to tjc.edu/golftournament or call 

903.510.3048 


East Texas Center for Independent Living establishes 
annual scholarship for sign language interpreting majors 


The East Texas Center for Independent 
Living has established an annual scholarship 
for students pursuing a degree in sign 
language interpreting. According to Laura 
Mattheis, ETCILs executive director, there 
is a nationwide shortage 
of qualified and certified 
interpreters for the deaf 
community. 

ETCILs mission is 
to help people with 
disabilities achieve 
greater independence, 
self-sufficiency, and full 
participation in their 
communities. 

On the decision to create the scholarship, 
Mattheis said, “I know TJC to be an 
exceptional and affordable education option, 
which is responsive to the needs of our East 
Texas community.” 

Vann Hassell of Tyler has been named 


the first recipient of the $500 scholarship. 
Hassell received his secondary education 
through home school and has successfully 
completed 54 credit hours at TJC while 
maintaining a 4.0 GPA. 


Pico Technology, continued from page 19 

degrees will have an advantage in finding 
jobs, as well as more advancement 
opportunities in the future,” said Bryan 
Baker, TJC department chair of industrial 
trades. 

Boyd added that while there are extremely 
rewarding employment opportunities for 
individuals interested in the electrical/ 
electronics control trade, Pico Technology is 
often forced to recruit outside the local area 
to fulfill its employment needs. 

“With the cooperation of this TJC 
program, we will not only be able to provide 
an excellent education opportunity for 
local students, we will be able to keep these 
graduates here and employ them,” he said. 
“We are so passionate about this program, 
we wanted to ensure that the students are 
learning on the latest and greatest equipment 
- equipment that they will be able to use no 
matter which field they go into, from power 
generation applications to the oil industry.” 

For more information on the TJC 
electrical/electronic controls technology 
program, go to tjc.edu/eect. 
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As defined by the 
ETCILs criteria for 
selection, scholarship 
recipients must: 

• Reside in one of the 
13 counties served by 
ETCIL 


• Be working toward an 
associates degree in sign 
language interpreting and have at least a 
3.0 GPA on all prior course work; and 

• Plan to perform contract community 
interpreting upon receiving certification. 

For information about establishing an 
annual scholarship, please contact Shelby 
Brown at 903-510-3158 or sbro@tjc.edu. 
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‘LEONARDO DA VINCI: MACHINES IN MOTION’ PREVIEW • JUNE 5 • TJC & DISCOVERY SCIENCE PLACE 



MACHINES IN MOTION 
©KLTV S OITHSI DERANK 
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SPRING MUSICAL ‘SWEENEY TODD’ • FEB. 26-MARCH 1 • WISE AUDITORIUM 



Go to tylerjuniorcollege.smugmug.com for galleries of all TJC events! You might see yourself! 
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LETTERMAN GOLD KICK-OFF • APRIL 10 • CASCADES MARINA 


TJC VOLUNTEERS AT ‘DAY OF CARING 9 • MAY 13 • TYLER 




Go to tylerjuniorcollege.smugmug.com for galleries of all TJC events! You might see yourself! 
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Groth, Hobbs and Latham named endowed teaching chairs for 2014 


Three Tyler Junior 
College professors have 
distinguished themselves 
as endowed teaching 
chairs for 2014. 

The TJC Endowed 
Chair for Teaching 
Excellence program 
enables professors to 
nominate and reward 
their peers who 
demonstrate excellence as educators. 

This years endowed chair recipients are: 

• Jon Groth, health and kinesiology, 
The Dorothy Fay and Jack White 
Endowed Chair for Teaching 
Excellence 

• Carrie Hobbs, dental hygiene, 

The Watson W. Wise Foundation 
Endowed Chair for Teaching 
Excellence 

• Charlotte Latham, mathematics, 

1 he Dorothy Fay and Jack White 
Endowed Chair for Teaching 
Excellence 


Winners were 
surprised during their 
respective classes with 
a fanfare of applause 
and balloons, followed 
by presentations of 
certificates and checks 
from TJC President Dr. 

Mike Metke and Provost 
Dr. Butch Hayes. 

Endowed teaching 
chair recipients receive $2,000 for two years 
($4,000 total), which includes a $1,500 
cash stipend and $500 for professional 
development for each year. The professional 
development portion may be applied 
toward a personal professional development 
plan, including travel, books, conferences 
and equipment. 

Twenty full-time TJC professors were 
nominated by their peers to apply for the 
award. Of the 20 nominees, 10 professors 
chose to undergo the intense application 
process. 


Those 10 nominees 
were: Karen Cooper, 
associate degree 
nursing; David Funk, 
art; Cindy Gaddis, 
student development; 

Groth; Janet Haley, 
associate degree nursing; 

Hobbs; Latham; Jenelle 
Reynolds, mathematics/ 
developmental 
education; Melanie Ward, reading/ 
developmental education; and Torrey 
Wylie, graphic design/photography. 

Each received a certificate of recognition 
and a nomination from TJC to be 
recognized at the National Institute for 
Staff and Organizational Developments 
(NISOD) annual conference in May in 
Austin. 

Since the program’s inception in 1990, 
67 professors have been designated as 
distinguished TJC endowed chairs. 



Jon Groth 



Carrie Hobbs 



Tyler science centers team for summer exhibition of Leonardo da Vinci’s inventions 



The ornithopter is one of Leonardo da Vinci’s inventions on display through 
Sunday, Sept. 7, at the Center for Earth & Space Science Education at TJC. 


From dinosaurs to da Vinci. From the 
T-Rex to the Renaissance. 

Jurassic Summer was a roaring success 
in 2013, so the Center for Earth & Space 
Science Education at Tyler Junior College 
and Discovery Science Place have teamed 
once again for a summer education 
program. 

“Leonardo da Vinci: Machines in 
Motion” is an unprecedented, interactive 
dual-venue exhibition which runs through 
Sunday, Sept. 7, at both locations. 

Presented by KLTV Channel 7 and 
Southside Bank, the exhibition uniquely 
presents 40 operational, actual-size 
machines, straight from the mind of da 
Vinci himself and brought to reality by 
a modern team of scientists and artisans 
who used the craftsmanship that Leonardo 
would have used in his time. Generous 
support is also provided by UT Tyler and 
the Gollob family in memory of Michael 
D. Gollob. 


Combination tickets, which include the 
da Vinci exhibit at Discovery Science as 
well as TJC’s Center for Earth & Space 
Science Education exhibit and domed 
theater show, are $12 for adults and $9 
for children. There’s also a da Vinci Plus 
option, which includes all of the above plus 
general admission to Discovery Science 
Place, $16 for adults and $12 for children 
ages 12 and under. 


“This internationally 
acclaimed exhibition 
is of particular interest 
to students and young 
audiences, because it 
provides an engaging 
combination of education 
and entertainment in an 
experience that explores 
history, science, mechanics 
and physics, invention and 
innovation,” said Dr. Tom 
Hooten, TJC science center 
director and professor of 
physics and engineering. 

The exhibit is organized into four parts, 
based on pre-scientific studies of the 
elements of nature: earth, water, air and 
fire. The Discovery Science Place is hosting 
earth and fire exhibits while The Center 
for Earth & Space Science Education is 
hosting water and air. 


continued on Page 35 
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Construction begins on Energy Center, residence hall; both opening in 2015 



In Fall 2015, the new Energy Center (left) will open on the TJC West Campus, and a new residence hall will make 
room for 248 additional students to live on the Main Campus. 


Energy Center 

In February, construction began on a 
new workforce-training center to serve the 
growing energy sector and address other 
industry needs. 

Set to open in Spring 2015, the Energy 
Center will be a $7.56 million, three-story 
addition to the Skills Training Center on 
the TJC West Campus. 

Funded primarily through tax increment 
financing, the center will expand some of 
the existing programs and add new ones. 

The 51,000-plus square-foot addition 
will feature labs for heating, ventilation 
and air conditioning training, power 
plant technology and computers. A large 
assembly room and as many as nine 
classrooms for alternative energy programs 
also will be located there. 

The Energy Center will house facilities 
and training for three major areas: power 
production, energy extraction and process 
industry, according to a project plan. 

The associates degrees and certificates 
that would fall under these categories 
are: ammonia certification (requested 
by Brookshire Grocery Co.); biomedical 
equipment repair; geothermal, industrial 
electrical maintenance; instrument 
and control; mechanical, robotic and 


automated systems; and solar and wind. 

The plan allows for construction of more 
than 33,000 square feet of finished floor 
space on the first two floors and leaves 
more than 17,800 square feet of unfinished 
space on the third floor for future 
development. 

New residence hall 

TJC officials broke ground in April for a 
new residence hall on the main campus. 

Slated to open in Fall 2015, the facility 
will house 248 students, seven resident 
advisors, and a hall director. 

The new hall will be TJC s ninth 
residential facility and will bring the 
number of students living on campus to 
approximately 1,250. 

The four-story, 68,000-square-foot 
structure will provide generous common 


spaces on the ground floor, including a 
campus plaza, lobby seating, game lounge, 
computer lab, dining area with a Chick- 
fil-A restaurant, and resident laundry 
facilities. 

The halls upper floors will be organized 
into two wings - or neighborhoods - 
each with its own small study nook and 
generous daylight exposure in common 
corridors. The two neighborhoods on each 
floor will share a common media/study 
lounge with views out to the plaza and TJC 
campus. 

The project embodies the most current 
thinking and trends in college student 
housing in the country today. 

Construction is by Smith Group JJR at a 
cost of $14.7 million. 


TJC Distance Education program named 2014 Outstanding eLearning Program 


The Tyler Junior College Distance 
Education program has been named 2014 
Outstanding eLearning Program by the 
Instructional Technology Council. 

From the start of its distance learning 
program in 1969, Tyler Junior College has 
been an innovator in distance teaching 
techniques and technology. Today the 
college has 243 certified online faculty 
teaching more than 500 sections of online 
and hybrid courses each semester. 

“While we use cutting-edge technology 
to deliver our courses, it is our faculty and 
their old-fashioned dedication to students 
that sets TJC apart,” said Ken Craver, TJC 
director of distance education. 

Based in Washington, D.C., the ITC 


is an affiliated council of the American 
Association of Community Colleges and 
represents nearly 400 institutions that offer 
distance education courses to students in 
the United States, Canada and around the 
world. 

Each year, the organization presents 
its Awards of Excellence in eLearning, 
recognizing innovation and diligence in 
advancing distance education. 

Judges included members of the 
ITC board of directors, past award 
winners and attendees at ITC s annual 
Leadership Academy. The judging panels 
carefully reviewed each nomination, the 
accompanying website or online course 
materials, and held each of the winners 


to the high standards and best practices 
exemplified by previous ITC award winners. 

The ITC s mission is to provide 
exceptional leadership and professional 
development in higher education to its 
network of eLearning practitioners by 
advocating, collaborating, researching, and 
sharing exemplary, innovative practices and 
potential in educational technologies. ITC 
tracks federal legislation affecting distance 
learning, conducts annual professional 
development meetings, supports research, 
and provides a forum for members to share 
expertise and materials. 

For more information on TJCs online 
educational opportunities, go to 
tjc.edu/onlinecampus. 
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TWC grant of more than $270k provides training at TJC for Luminant employees 


A Texas Workforce Commission grant of more than $270,000 
will allow Tyler Junior College to train 133 new and existing 
Luminant employees. 

Luminant Generation Co. and Luminant Mining Co., parts of 
the Luminant power generation company, will partner with the 
college for the training, designed to help transfer knowledge from 
experienced employees to less-experienced employees. 

The positions trained will include equipment maintenance 
apprentices, support mining plant helpers and materials 
maintenance specialists. 

Workers will earn an average hourly wage of $19.32 once they 
complete training. 

Texas Workforce Commission Chairman Andres Alcantar made 
the formal announcement of the grant award at the Skills Training 
Center on the TJC West Campus. 

dlie commission awards Skills Development Fund grants to 
partnering entities to promote collaboration among businesses, 
public community and technical colleges, local workforce 
development boards and economic development partners. The 
purpose is to strengthen the local workforce and improve local 
economies. 

TJC will use some of the grant funds, which total $270,967, to 
upgrade its automotive technology program by adding five state- 
of-the-art welding stations and equipment needed for the auto tech 
program. 

Tlirough this grant, TJC will provide automotive technology 
training through its School of Continuing Studies, something the 
college previously was unable to do. This has the potential to help 
East Texas employers in the automotive repair industry. 

Ihe partnership between Luminant, TJC and the Tyler 
Economic Development Council started in 2006 for the purpose 
of forming Luminant Academy. Since then, the academy has 
provided professional development training for Luminants mining 
and power plant employees from around the state. 

“The partnership TJC holds with Luminant contributes 
significantly to the local economy each year as Luminant 
employees come to Tyler and stay for days at a time, receiving 
training to help them do their jobs in a more efficient manner,” 
Tyler Economic Development Council President and CEO Tom 



From left, David Cleveland, Workforce Solutions East Texas executive director; Dr. Dirk 
Hughes, Luminant Academy director; Dr Homer “Butch” Hayes, TJC provost; Andres 
Alcantar, Texas Workforce Commission chairman; John Hills, TJC board president; Dr. 
Aubrey Sharpe, TJC dean of the School of Continuing Studies/executive administrator of 
TJC West Campus/TJC-Lindale; Dr. Kim Russell, TJC vice president for advancement 
and external affairs; Tom Mullins, president/CEO of the Tyler Economic Development 
Council and Tyler Area Chamber of Commerce. 

Mullins said. 

In 2011, TJC received the necessary approval to offer a power 
plant technology associates degree in science and a certificate of 
proficiency. In conjunction with that program, TJC and Luminant 
created the Power Track Scholarship, a Luminant-funded program 
that provides full scholarships and the potential for a job with the 
company for recruited students who study power plant technology 
at TJC. 

In 2013, Luminant invested about $900,000 in the local 
economy by paying for meals and hotel accommodations for its 
employees. That excludes money employees spent on shopping, gas 
or meals. 

Alcantar praised all involved with creating the partnership that 
responds to industry needs and helps prepare a qualified workforce. 
Partnerships like these encourage economic growth and recovery 
statewide, Alcantar said. 

“The Texas economy continues to move in the right direction 
with Texas employers adding 310,000 jobs over the year,” Alcantar 
said. “All 11 of the major industries experienced annual job 
growth, with five industries exceeding growth rates of 3 percent.” 

Luminant will provide about $150,000 in “in-kind” assistance 
and provide additional funding as needed for trainer salaries. 


TJC, Texas Woman’s University create agreement for simultaneous degrees 


TJC and Texas Womans University 
have created a dual enrollment agreement 
that will allow students to pursue a 
bachelors degree and an associates degree 
simultaneously, without leaving Tyler. 

Officials from both institutions signed 
the agreement during an official ceremony 
on the TJC campus in February. 

The agreement allows dental hygiene 
students to pursue an Associate in Applied 
Science and a Bachelor of Science in dental 


hygiene simultaneously, said Carrie Hobbs, 
TJC department chair and professor of 
dental hygiene. 

The agreement becomes effective for Fall 
2014 enrollment. 

Hobbs said the dental hygiene profession 
is “moving toward a more professional 
model with higher educational expectations 
for critical thinking and decision-making 
abilities. 

These valued learning outcomes provide 


a solid base for careers in leadership, service 
and education in an ever-evolving oral 
healthcare system.” 

A bachelors degree will assist graduates 
in advancing in their chosen career field, 
she said. Courses through Texas Woman’s 
University will be delivered on site at TJC 
and online. 

For more information on the TJC dental 
hygiene program, go to tjc.edu/dental. 
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TJC band director inducted into 
international fraternity Phi Beta Mu 

Tom Mensch, Tyler Junior College director of bands, 
has been elected to membership in Phi Beta Mu, an 
international school bandmaster fraternity. 

Phi Beta Mu is an honorary, non-political, non-profit 
fraternity established in 1938. There are about 350 active 
members in Texas, with additional chapters in most of the 
50 states as well as Canada, Japan and Europe. 

Mensch was inducted at the annual new members’ 
breakfast on Feb. 13 in San Antonio. 

He was sponsored by Denny Whitley of Whitehouse 
High School. Co-sponsors were Steven Moore and Bene Davis of Lindale 
ISD and Mike Bullock of Jacksonville ISD. 

To be considered for membership in Phi Beta Mu, one must have at 
least 10 years of successful teaching experience and must have produced 
and maintained an outstanding and consistent band program in the 
public schools. 

Before joining Tyler Junior College in 2003, Mensch taught at Robert E. 
Lee High School in Tyler from 1999-2003 and at Lamar High School in 
Houston from 1996-99. 



Tom Mensch 


Ott named president-elect of national 
anatomy and physiology organization 

Dr. Betsy Ott, TJC biology professor, has been named 
president-elect of the Human Anatomy and Physiology 
Society, the national society of teaching professionals in 
human anatomy and physiology. 

She began her three-year term on July 1. 

Dr. Ott completed B.S. and M.S. degrees in biology 
from the University of Alabama, post-master’s degree 
coursework at Auburn University and The University 
of Texas at Tyler, and earned a Ph.D. in forestry from 
Stephen E Austin State University. 

Dr. Ott was a biology instructor at Auburn University from 1979-1981; 
she was a research associate in the USDA Nutrition Lab at Auburn from 
1981-1982; taught and conducted research at UT-Tyler in the 1980s; and 
has been employed at TJC since 1982. 

A few of Dr. Ott s accomplishments: 

• Past president of NABT (National Association of Biology 
Teachers); 

• Active participant in the Vision and Change Initiative, a national 
effort by AIBS, AAAS, and NSF to reform undergraduate education in 
biology; 

• Member of Sigma Xi Scientific Research Society; 

• Member of NSTA/STAT (National/Texas Teacher Associations), TABT 
(Texas Association of Biology Teachers); 

• Recently developed a completely online Biology 1408 lecture and lab; 

• Has served on numerous committees at TJC and is currently co-chair of 
the General Education Committee. 



Dr. Betsy Ott 



TJC students sign national 
‘Commit to Complete’ pledge 

Statistics show the surest way for anyone to land 
a job in their chosen field is to finish college and 
earn a degree or certificate. 

That’s exactly what students at Tyler Junior 
College promised to do when they signed a mass 
pledge to complete a certificate or an associate 
degree before leaving TJC to transfer to a university 
or enter the job market. 

In March, students participated in a completion 
pledge signing ceremony as part of a national 
community college movement. 

TJC administrators joined student leaders from 
every student organization as well as TJC’s national 
coaches for Achieving the Dream for a signing 
celebration. The event was held in the Gatewood 
Garden, on the north side of Jenkins Hall. 

TJC President Dr. Mike Metke gave opening 
remarks encouraging students to sign a pledge 
committing them to completing a TJC degree 
or certificate. 

During the Fall 2013 semester, administrators, 
faculty and staff were encouraged to sign the 
pledge, committing themselves to do whatever they 
can to facilitate completion of student credentials. 
The student campaign continued through the 
remainder of the spring semester and into the 
2014-15 academic year, said Dr. Tam Nannan, TJC 
assistant provost. 

The college’s Phi Theta Kappa chapter hosted the 
event. Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society members 
serve as the student arm of the Community College 
Completion Challenge, a national education 
initiative. 

Learn more at cccompletioncorps.org. 
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Baylor, TJC join for new ‘Baylor Bound’ transfer program 

Baylor University and Tyler Junior 
College officials have created a formal 
Baylor Bound program that will help 
students transfer more easily between the 
two institutions and continue to expand 
educational opportunities for young people 
all across Texas. 


TJC President Mike Metke and Baylor 
President and Chancellor Ken Start- 
signed the partnership agreement during 
a ceremony Wednesday, June 18, in the 
board room ofTJC’s White Administrative 
Services Center. 

Beginning in Fall 2015, the Baylor 
Bound program will serve highly motivated 
Tyler Junior College students who, upon 
meeting the programs criteria, will transfer 
to Baylor toward the goal of completing 
their undergraduate degree. 

“Across our country, it seems as though 
the door of opportunity is closing for 
our young people, as the cost of a quality 
education rises,” Metke said. “Partnerships 
such as Baylor Bound provide seamless 
transfer and open the door for joint 
scholarship opportunities as well, making 
a quality education affordable for those 
students who work hard.” 

“As a nation, we depend on a strong 
system of higher education to prepare 
students lor success in an increasingly 
global economy. For many, a community 
college can be the preferred access point for 
a college education and an important first 
step to economic mobility,” Starr said. 

“While Baylor has long welcomed 
transfer students from Tyler Junior College, 
we desire to strengthen this relationship by 
establishing a formal transfer agreement 
that will ensure a smooth transition to 
Baylor for these wonderful students. 

We are grateful for the opportunity to 
work with TJC to make possible this 
vitally important agreement, and we look 
forward to welcoming to Baylor more TJC 
students who wish to take advantage of our 
academic programs and the transformative 
student experience that is the cornerstone 
of a Baylor education.” 


Students may declare their intent to 
transfer to Baylor by submitting the Baylor 
Bound application prior to enrolling 
at TJC or while enrolled as a full-time 
student. Admission to the program will be 
determined by Baylor’s Office of Admission 
Services. 

TJC students who become part of the 
Baylor Bound program can choose a plan 
from 65 distinct majors, all of which are 
articulated through specific MAPS - or 
Major Academic Planners - that will assist 
them as they move toward timely degree 
completion. 

More information about these majors 
and course transfer equivalency between 
Baylor and TJC is available at: baylor.edu/ 
advising/bbmaps. 

Most students in Baylor Bound will take 
classes for one year at TJC and three years 
at Baylor. Fiowever, some students may be 
approved to take two years at TJC and two 
at Baylor, depending on the students major 
and number of transfer credit hours. 

Students must be enrolled in an 
approved A.A. or A.S. academic program 


leading to an approved Baylor B.B.A., B.A., 
B.S.W. or B.S. degree and refer to Baylor’s 
Major Academic Planner when planning 
coursework. 

TJC Baylor Bound students will belong 
to a special cohort with unique Baylor 
benefits. Advisors from both institutions 
will help students select courses that satisfy 
program requirements to allow for a 
successful transition from TJC to full-time 
status at Baylor. 

TJC Baylor Bound students also will 
receive information about scholarships 
for transfer students and special transfer 
residential experiences, special mailings and 
scheduled visits with Baylor representatives 
and access to Baylor’s libraries. 

As one of its goals under the Pro Futuris 
strategic initiative, Baylor intends to create 
10 Baylor Bound partnerships with strong 
Texas community colleges over the next 
five years. Baylor University signed its first 
Baylor Bound agreement last fall with 
McLennan Community College in Waco. 

For more information on TJC Baylor 
Bound, please go to tjc.edu/baylorbound. 



TJC President Dr. Mike Metke (left) and Baylor University President and Chancellor Judge Ken Starr sign a formal 
agreement to establish Baylor Bound, which will offer a seamless transition for Tyler Junior College students who, 
upon meeting the program’s criteria, will be able to transfer to Baylor toward the goal of completing their 
undergraduate degree. 
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MESSAGE FROM THE TJC ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 


Greetings from the TJC Alumni 
Board of Directors! I’m amazed at 
how much faster time passes as I get 
older. Along that line, its shocking to 
realize that spring semester has ended 
and another class of TJC graduates 
has headed out into the world. I 
had the privilege of speaking to the 
December graduates, and I was 
struck by how much opportunity 
lies ahead of them. Even in these 
challenging economic times, 

America is still the freest place on the 
planet, and TJC has prepared our graduates to pursue success in 
whatever form that may be. 

Even with the conclusion of the spring semester, tons of work 
will continue to be done on campus. Some of the excitement 
will include the grinding summer load of classes, camps for 
any number of youngsters, and the construction of the much- 
anticipated Robert M. Rogers Nursing and Health Sciences 
Center. In addition to all this, a new residence hall is also in 
the works! So, there’s a lot to keep up with as we head into the 
middle of 2014. 


I hope you’ll take the opportunity to visit the school sometime 
over the summer. The fact that you’re reading this publication 
is evidence that TJC is close to your heart, and I think it would 
do your heart good to take a stroll across campus. I want to 
encourage you to stop into some of your old haunts. Make a trip 
through the Rogers Student Center. Grab yourself some TJC 
merchandise at the bookstore, and show your support! Be present 
in the moment, while at the same time cherishing the memories 
that you have from TJC. Remember that you were once where 
these students are now. 

As an alumni of the Apache Punch drumline, I know we’re 
just a few short weeks away from the start of August drum camp, 
band camp, Belle camp and football practice. 

Those were some especially sweet times in my life. It’s been 
more than 20 years since then ... my, how time flies. 



Doc Deason 

President, TJC Alumni Association 



Athletics alumni kick off Letterman Gold chapter with event at Cascades marina 

By Don Fraser 


The first Letterman Gold alumni chapter launched April 10 
with a kick-off event at the Marina at The Cascades Country 
Club in Tyler. Designed for all former athletes from all sports, 
the chapter will give alumni an opportunity for fellowship 
and networking, as well as provide a venue to support Apache 
Athletics. 

Letterman Gold will work much in the same manner of the 
traditional Letterman Association, bringing together former 
athletes to support each other and the Apache athletic program. 
Don Murphy, former football player extraordinaire, heads an all- 
star team of former athletes from different sports and decades who 
are putting together this special chapter. Joining Murphy on the 
steering committee are Judy Kniffen Clardy, Ardie Dixon, Wanda 
Ealey, Dwayne Gandy, Louis Jones, Nancy Lunceford, John 
Peterson, Emma Lou Prater, Herb Richardson, Mike Richardson, 
Cecil Roach, Gene Staples and Tommy Tooker. 

More than 80 former Apache athletes, coaches and trainers 
attended the kick-off festivities, which included remarks from TJC 
President Dr. Mike Metke and Director of Intercollegiate Athletics 
Dr. Tim Drain. Guests enjoyed reminiscing and reconnecting with 
some of the greats from Apache athletics history, while partaking 
of an East Texas barbeque and enjoying the beautiful sunset over 
the lake. 


A highlight of the evening was the introduction ofTreniaTillis 
Jones, TJC women’s head basketball coach, as this year’s recipient 
of the Pat Summit Trophy as the 2014 Russell Athletic/WBCA 
Junior College/Community College National Coach of the Year. 

Jones joined the Tyler Junior College staff in 2000 and is now 
in her 14th season as head coach of TJC women’s basketball. 

She was named Coach of the Year in Region XIV. hollowing an 
11-19 2013 season, Jones led TJC to a 30-6 overall record and 
national ranking of No. 11. Jones guided Tyler Junior College to 
its first NJCAA tournament bid since the 2007 season, where they 
advanced to the NJCAA quarterfinals. 

Murphy expects this to be an active, fun chapter, and already 
has several activities on the planning table, including a fundraising 
golf tournament. All former Apache athletes are invited to join the 
chapter, and spouses are encouraged to join in the activities as well. 

The alumni office has arranged alumni seating areas for football 
and basketball games, and you are invited to join us for all home 
games! Lor more information about Letterman Gold, including 
how to join the chapter or start one in your area, contact the TJC 
Alumni Affairs office at 903-310-2588 or tjc.edu/alumni. 

Please see photos from the event on Page 25. 

Don Fraser is TJC director of alumni affairs. 
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Apache Band Gold event honors Mensches, McGowan for decade of excellence 

By Don Fraser 



TJC band directors Tom McGowan, Tom Mensch and Heather Mensch were guests of honor at a banquet held 
Jan. 25 in the Apache Rooms. Pictured from left: Marc Nichelson, Apache Band alumnus; McGowan; Tom Mensch; 
Heather Mensch; and Don Fraser, TJC director of alumni affairs. 


Rarely does someone come along who 
totally transforms a program and leads it to 
never-before-seen heights. 

In the case of the TJC Apache Band, 
that unlikely event happened with not one 
or two, but three individuals! Call it “the 
perfect storm” of directors, if you will. 

Tom Mensch, Heather Mensch and Tom 
McGowan, music educators at the top in 
their field, came together to change the 
TJC music scene forever. 

Tiese intrepid directors, each a 
performing musician in their own right, 
were honored by band alumni, Band 
Backers and current band members at a 
special dinner given in their honor on Jan. 

25. 

The event was held in the Apache Rooms 
and the guests enjoyed a wonderful meal 
catered by Aramark while being serenaded 
by former TJC musicians. 

The host for the evening was former 
Apache Band member Marc Nichelson, 
who, along with fellow band alumnus 
Tyler Brock, orchestrated the evening. 
Special guests included Dr. Mike Metke, 



Tom Mensch was surprised with a Kappa Kappa Psi pin 
and framed shingle, making him an official member of 
the TJC chapter. 


TJC president, and Jerry Bartos, who was 
a member of the first TJC band in 1947. 
Bartos has given the generous lead gift to 
name the lounge on the band floor of the 
Ornelas Residential Complex after the man 
who started it all, Doc Witt. 

Twenty-five alumni joined Apache 
Band Gold, and attendees donated more 
than $3,000 to the Apache Band Heritage 
Endowment to honor the Mensches and 
McGowan on the permanent plaque in the 
“Doc” Witt Directors’ Lounge. 

Former Apache Band members gave 
testimonials on how their lives were 
influenced by these directors. 

Jake Penrod, who has continued to foster 
his music career as a country artist, has 
just released his new album of all original 
music called “Closer to Me” and continues 
to perform around the nation and on a 
nationally syndicated television show, spoke 
of the belief that these directors had in his 
abilities. 

Katie Moe, who has continued her 
professional development since leaving 
TJC, now holds a Master of Arts in 


teaching mathematics and is an instructor 
at Southern Arkansas University, shared 
from her heart about the confidence that 
she gained by performing with the band. 

J.R. Garen, who earned his bachelor’s 
degree from Stephen F. Austin State 
University and is currently the junior high 
band director and assistant high school 
director at Central ISD, kept the audience 
in stitches with his humorous anecdotes 
about band life. 

Tom Mensch had been officially 
inducted into TJC’s chapter of Kappa 
Kappa Psi national honorary band 
fraternity on May 24, 2005; but due to 
an oversight, he had never received his 
certificate, or shingle. 

As a special surprise, Tom Mensch was 
presented his long-overdue shingle and 
welcomed into Kappa Kappa Psi by Jason 
Waller, former member of the Apache 
Band, member of the Apache Band Gold, 
and department chair for criminal justice, 
paralegal and public administration at TJC. 

Don Fraser is TJC director of 
alumni affairs. 
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NOTES 


1978 

Samuel L. Bates, Jr. is currently employed 
as a Parole Officer II with the Texas 
Board of Pardons & Paroles and has been 
employed with the State of Texas for 28 
years. He is an active member of the Alpha 
Phi Alpha Fraternity Inc. In December 
1983, he received his Bachelor of Science 
degree from East Texas State University, 
now known as Texas A&M-Commerce. 

2013 

Erica L. Allen is a full-time registered 
nurse at East Texas Medical Center. 

Kelly N. Alvarado is a licensed vocational 
nurse at a home health agency. 

Nancy R. Arreguins daughter Rosa was 
recently married to Dillon Atkins (who 
is in the Army) and they are expecting 
their first child in May. Nancy will be a 
grandma! 

Elizabeth M. Baumgarn graduated 
from Tyler Junior College in May 2013. 

She already had a job lined up as a sign 
language interpreter at Tyler Junior 
College. She is so happy with where she is 
and how quickly her career took off. 

Elizabeth M. Beaver is currently enrolled 
in the nursing (BSN) program at The 
University of Texas at Tyler. 

Bradley K. Bogue is a pipeline welder and 
owner of Double B Welding. 

Zimba S. Borromeo started her first year 
at UT Tyler and is pursuing a Bachelor of 
Science degree in nursing. 

Paula J. Brooks graduated from Tyler 
Junior College; and in connection with her 
internship through her workforce class, she 
has gained employment as a medical billing 
specialist. 

Shaquille D. Carter began attending the 
University of North Texas in Fall 2013. 

Ashley N. Caldwell is working as 
a substitute teacher Tyler ISD and 
Whitehouse ISD. 

Merilyn R. Cheatham has a new 

granddaughter, Jordyn Valerie. 

Deana M. Christopher welcomed a baby 
boy to the family in July 2013. 


Christopher D. Dawson has a received a 
job as an electronics technician at TCEQ. 

Lori L. Duphorne is a nurse at UT 
Medical Branch - Skyview in Rusk. 

Alisha N. Givens is enrolled in the RN 
program at Tyler Junior College. 

Dayna M. Hall received her associate’s 
degree in general studies. She got married 
last October and is living in Killeen with 
her husband. When he gets out of the 
Army, the couple will move to Florida. 

Patsy N. Hall has been working part time 
at TJC-Lindale for four years and takes care 
of her elderly parents and aunt. 

James T. Helmuth and his wife Margaret 
recently celebrated their 40th wedding 
anniversary. 

Juliet C. Jagoe just announced that she 
will be married on March 14, 2015. 

Mary T. Jones is a flight attendant for 
American Airlines. 

Bryan W. Karr is pursuing a degree in 
exercise science at University of Texas at 
Arlington and plans to graduate in May 
2015. 

Cameron J. Lindell has received a two- 
year, full-ride scholarship to the University 
of Wyoming. 

Ashley M. Lollar has finished the 
paramedic program and plans to take her 
national registry exam soon. She will be 
applying for the paramedic transition to 
RN program in October and hopefully be 
attending TJC again in January. 

Kutemba Lubasi is continuing nursing 
school at Tyler Junior College. 

Shemina S. Maddox is currently a patient 
account representative at Trinity Mother 
Frances Hospital. 

Jordan D. McAnally took her state boards 
in September and is currently looking for 
a job. 

Rebecca McIntyre just had her first child 
in February 2014. 

Matthew S. McKeethan is working at 
Glo-Flame and is starting paramedic school 
in the Fall 2014. 


Lydia Mears is working at Trinity Mother 
Frances in the Louis & Peaches Owen 
Heart Hospital and is very excited about 
this new phase in her life and looking 
forward to the challenges and new 
experiences. 

Angel Medina spent most of her summer 
studying for the surgical technology 
certification exam - which she passed! She 
is now applying for jobs. 

Lakethya Minter graduated from the 
vocational nursing program in November 

2013. 

Jerrod L. Moore has been working at 
Target on Broadway in Tyler since July 
of last year. Since graduation he has been 
looking for a job in law enforcement and 
hasn’t had any luck but hopes something 
will come along soon. 

Adam B. Mureiko has been designing, 
branding and building up his farm stay/ 
bed and breakfast, Restoration Homestead, 
while learning computer programming and 
building a freelancing design/photography 
side business. He said, “I’m surrounded by 
friends and family, working hard, raising 
chickens, having a barrel of fun, and 
enjoying every day the Lord brings!” 

Levi Muniz was an intern and eventually 
hired at Goodwin & Marshall Inc. He 
said, “It is a great place and I thank them 
for their support. I will return to finish my 
core curriculum and earn my bachelor’s 
degree at University of Texas at Tyler.” 

Misty D. Natera is working at BBVA 
Compass Bank until November and will be 
going into Phase 2 of the education course. 

Mary K. Nyangenya graduated in 
December 2013 with her LVN and plans 
to work toward her registered nurse degree. 

Richard A. Oaxaca has attended Case 
Western Reserve University and is working 
on his Master of Fine Arts in dance. 

Emmanuel J. Ojeda is enrolled at the 
University of Texas at Tyler for a bachelor’s 
degree in mechanical engineering. 

Matthew S. Phelps graduated Tyler Junior 
College in May 2013 and received a job at 
Caltech’s Tyler branch in August. He said, 
“Making great money. Thanks, TJC!” 
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NOTES 


Crystal L. Pyle is currently working in 
the radiology tech field and is working 
three jobs to make ends meet. Her fiance 
proposed to her on stage at graduation. She 
is working as much as she can so he can 
focus on school. 


Marilu Romero has recently purchased a 
new home. 

Corey M. Schmidt has graduated as an 
LVN. 

Rae Lynn Simpson is pursuing a 
bachelors degree at Stephen F. Austin State 
University. 

Heather M. Smalley welcomed Ethan 
Wayne Smalley to her family on Dec. 13, 
2013. He weighed 8 lbs., l4oz. Heather 
was hired as a paralegal at the Law Office of 
Kevin Ferrier on Jan. 27, 2014. 

Jerry S. Starling is working for Aramark at 
Tyler Junior College. 

Tiffany L. Sparks is a unit tech at Trinity 
Mother Frances Health System. 

Leslie D. Stiles has a new job as a 
corrections officer at Billy Moore 
Correctional Center. 

Cassandra L. Swanson started Tyler Junior 
College reading on a second-grade level. 

She said, “In January 2013,1 was a guest 
speaker at Hollytree Country Club and was 
in the BSCENE Magazine in March 2013 
and Tyler Today in April 2013.” 

Holly A. Williams was hired as a registered 
nurse at Trinity Mother Frances Hospital. 

Tiffany A. Willis is a licensed vocational 
nurse at Rusk State Hospital. 

MEMORIALS 

1937 

Martha E. Peterbaugh, March 5, 2014, 
Lindale 

Catherine L. Vandiver, Jan. 11, 2014, El 
Paso 

1940 

Demetrice Lindsey, Dec. 24, 2013, Lake 
Jackson 

1946 

Albert E. Baade, Jr., April 9, 2014, Tyler 
J. Clyde Davenport, Oct. 8, 2013, Tyler 
Jerry D. Bartos, March 7, 2014, Tyler 


1947 

Dr. Sylvester “Syl” Rains, Feb. 27, 2014, 
Tyler 

Julius M. Stagner, April 19, 2014, San 
Antonio 

1948 

Joe W. Blalock, Jan. 22, 2014, Tyler 
Newman N. Davis, Dec. 8, 2013, Kerrville 
Dick Hudson, April 6, 2014, Tyler 

1950 

Billy D. Porter, April 27, 2014, Tyler 

Dorothy Pinkerton Sessions, Sept. 27, 
2013, Nacogdoches 

1951 

Michael D. Gollob, Nov. 30, 2013, Tyler 
Cyril “Mac” McDaniel, Jan. 28, 2014, 
Houston 

1952 

Alex Gimble, Oct. 20, 2013, Tyler 

1954 

Harold R. Larison, Dec. 10, 2013, Tyler 
Joe C. Moore, Dec. 22, 2013, Tyler 

1955 

Mouzon Bass, Jr., March 20, 2014, Dallas 

1956 

Billie M. Slay, Feb. 8, 2014, Tyler 

1957 

Sid Rogers Finklea, Oct. 1, 2013, Tyler 

1958 

Carl R. Bell, Dec. 18, 2013, Tyler 

1959 

Jerry Horton Cade, March 23, 2014, 
Brownsboro 

Chester W. Green, March 30, 2014, 

Joliet, Ill. 

Reginald M. Nichols, Feb. 26, 2014, 
Throckmorton 

1960 

Amelia Kamel Procell, Feb. 11, 2014, 

Tyler 

1963 

Sarah Langston Hennigan, Dec. 20, 

2013, College Station 

1964 

Alvin L. Dahl, Jan. 18, 2014, Plano 


1968 

James Becknell, Jr., Dec. 20, 2013, 
Galveston 

1969 

Donald N. Morris, Feb. 8, 2014, Tyler 

1970 

Elizabeth L. Baade, March 13, 2014, Tyler 

1971 

Linda S. Ivy, March 1, 2014, Tyler 

1972 

James A. Chancellor, Oct. 12, 2013, Tyler 
Kathy A. Gerdes, Dec. 9, 2013, Tyler 

1973 

Donald “Don” Allen, Oct. 25, 2013, Tyler 

1975 

Patricia D. Berry, Feb. 11, 2014, 
McGregor 

Calvin N. Clyde, Jr., April 23, 2013, Tyler 
Gary A. Schlesinger, March 11, 2014, 
Sherman 

1977 

Marvin Davis, August 27, 2012, Tyler 
Grady E. Fowler, Jan. 28, 2014, Greenville 
Vincent L. Wyatt, Nov. 22, 2013, 
Titusville, Fla. 

1978 

Thelma “Tickie” Brand, March 29, 2014, 
Tyler 

Anthony A. Fulcher, Aug. 9, 2011, 
Brownsboro 

1979 

Kyle S. Reed, March 8, 2014, Coleman 
1982 

Dana Ross Hendon, Feb. 7, 2014, Tyler 

1984 

Dimitri “Gayle” Chancellor, Jan. 17, 
2014, Larue 

1985 

Leslie Alan Bassham, March 21, 2014, 
Sacramento, Calif. 

1986 

Kathleen F. Robinson, Jan. 20, 2014, 
Houston 

1987 

Mae Ruth Williams, Feb. 28, 2014, Tyler 
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1989 

Dr. Johnny Armstrong Abbey, Jan. 2, 

2014, Tyler 

IvaL. Narvaez, March 13, 2014, Flint 

1990 

Kerry G. Goodson, March 3, 2014, Tyler 
Kim Pace, March 14, 2014, Hideaway 

1993 

Leith A. Dean, Dec. 22, 2012, Tyler 
Suzanne R. Glover, Jan. 1, 2014, Tyler 

1995 

Dr. Richard M. Trent, Sept. 23, 2013, 
Tyler 

1996 

Cindy David Thedford, Oct. 2, 2013, 
Flint 

2003 

Brandon P. Lee, Jan. 5, 2014, Lindale 


2005 

Jennifer L. Bendy, March 1, 2014, Tyler 

2006 

William “Bill” Kachlic, Aug. 26, 2012, 
Lindale 

2007 

Joy Franklin Rowan, Dec. 1, 2013, Tyler 

2009 

Emily Byrum, April 6, 2013, Grand Saline 

2010 

Shaneka N. Ford, Oct. 26, 2013, Tyler 

2012 

Michael G. Polidore, Feb. 3, 2014, Tyler 

2013 

Zuri B. Gilbert, Oct. 1, 2013, Lubbock 
Kayla Thompson, April 20, 2014, 
Jacksonville 


TJC FAMILY 

John L. Dougay, Oct. 28, 2013, Tyler 

Ruby P. Holland, April 19, 2014, Tyler 

Emogene W. King, June 12, 2013, 
Winona 

Mary C. Oliver, Oct. 15, 2013, Tyler 
Carl E. Williams, Dec. 11, 2013, Tyler 

TJC FRIENDS 

Charles M. Countryman, III, Oct. 17, 
2013, Tyler 

Arthur “Art” Osborn, Feb. 8, 2014, Tyler 
Mike Pickle, Sept. 1, 2012, Tyler 
Jeryl W. Story, Oct. 5, 2013, Tyler 

Dorothea “Memie” Weiss, Feb. 3, 2014, 

Tyler 

MARRIAGES 

2013 

Lindsey Humphrey and Chuck Smith, 

Tyler 


Buie, continued from page 17 

science. A good name is more to be 
cherished than great riches.” 

This years recipient of the scholarship 
was Brett Hone, who completed his 
degree in May. Nursing is a new direction 
for Brett, and the scholarship was most 
welcome. 

“I worked for a computer software 
company for three years and decided that it 
just wasn’t what God called me to do with 
my life,” he said. “I talked with my wife, 
a registered nurse for five years now, and 
decided there could be no better calling 
than working with people with illnesses, 
in a time of crisis, and being a support to 
them in their time of stress, worry and 
fear.” 

Through their church, the Hones hope 
to eventually perform medical mission 
work locally and abroad. 

“If I could speak to them directly, I’d 
tell them their gift has allowed me time to 
focus on my studies, and as any nursing 


student can tell you, time is a luxury worth 
more than anything else. Without their 
support, I would have needed to work 
much more than I have, which would have 
put more stress on my family and me. I 
thank them from the bottom of my heart.” 

Donors such as the Buies, and this 
endowed scholarship, represent a 
significant, long-lasting commitment to 
higher education and the doors it opens to 
the next generation of students. TJC has 
available scholarships that tap into many 
areas of study, and students are encouraged 
to apply. 

“I would tell everyone to fill out any 
and all scholarship applications available,” 
said Brett. “There are many wonderful 
and giving people who are committed to 
helping students further their education. 
You never know what you might qualify for 
if you don’t apply.” 

For information on this scholarship and 
others, go to tjc.edu/scholarships. 


da Vinci, continued from page 26 

Highlights include a revolving crane, a 
full-size armored tank (large enough for 
several visitors to explore inside), a working 
robot, and four flying machines. 

Exhibits include such visionary 
inventions as the helicopter and glider, the 
drive transmission, the printing press and 
the bicycle. 

Most of the materials used in the 
construction of these machines were 
available in Leonardo da Vinci’s era, 
and are the ones proposed by him in his 
manuscripts, including wood, rope and 
glue. The materials were crafted by hand 
(using tools prescribed by the master 
himself), and then reinforced for the 
traveling exhibition. 

In the exhibit hall is Leonardo’s 
Workshop, featuring hands-on stations 
where visitors can build a bridge, fire a 
catapult and build flying machines. 

For tickets and more information, go to 
davincisummer.com. 
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Coming Attractions 


Theatre TJC: ‘The Grapes of Wrath’ 

7:30 p.m. Wednesday-Saturday, Oct. 8-11 

2 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 12 
Jean Browne Theatre 

Band-a-Palooza 

7:30 p.m. Thursday and Friday, Oct. 9 and 10 
Wise Auditorium 

Apaches vs. Kilgore (Homecoming) 

3 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 25 

Trinity Mother Frances Rose Stadium 

Fall Choral Concert 

7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 28 
Wise Auditorium 


Wind Ensemble Concert 

7:30 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 13 
Wise Auditorium 

Jazz Spectacular 

7:30 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 15 
Liberty Hall, downtown Tyler 

Theatre TJC: ‘Elektra 

7:30 p.m. Wednesday-Saturday, Nov. 19-22 
2 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 23 
Jean Browne Theatre 

Pops Concert 

Harmony & Understanding and 

TJC Jazz Ensembles 

7:30 p.m. Thursday and Friday, 

Nov. 20 and 21 
Wise Auditorium 


For more events, go to tjc.edu/performingarts. 

















